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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
u UNITED STAVES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


iS 
e Laboratory Work Sheet 
yas f 
Re: takaoea Subway Lab, # Ape 7 
Private tei = entree File # que6GidO. 
pool 5 OQURRAMERY AKSROTR ERO : 


Examination requested by!  attanta, Georgie 
Date of reference communication: g/7o/ak Letiue Date blocked: S/H/ ai a 
Examination requested:  Serepeupio Analysen (7iherw == Metellagtest) 


Result of examination: Examination by} chacnabe 
ta Reate 


@ Specimens submitted for examination 


Ci ed, in , : 

Of vepe procured fron lifts pveserwr in seppiy rece of 
Inentey Schenl stables, ideatitied ty ike yellow tay attached, £43, 
Invan opie of rege promred fron Yoterisry forge aboble, itentified ty 
oe ee ee ee ‘ : ; a 
Known sangls procured ee ee ees ie ee ee 


0 OLS ak Foe su 


FEDERAL bUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Work Shoet 


7 ne Gait me sa ote 


Private Felix Hall = Viebiss 
Griws on Covernzeut feservation. 


(wavder) 
Examination requested by: Captain Norvia d. Coyle, Frovoes Marshal, Yer’ 


Penning, Georgia. 
Date of reference communication: Lhe 436.1. Date blocked: 6=AG-42 ERY: 


Examination requested: Wioroxcopie (Fibers) 
Examination by: Ghadénelr 


Result of Examination: 


Specimens submitted for examination 


SEP hres roel) pleses of heavy, cask brow colored rope, one 
K rc owalcnt, Bleached, rope and three amali pieces of etring. 
~  giging te sik sired begwther ami lateled "7eead tn gtre #23 
owt, Fort Geaning, Geo, by it. Telve and Sgb. Tree", 


Evidenes haa BGT been photographed. 
acy Atlanta 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEGTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


oA SI ae 

a - t. 

Crina ch Govarnent Rasermeticn Fite # ad 
(pater) 


yz AMlantay Gite 
TPG Late. Date plockea W/R/4% ta 


Date of reference communication: 
Mlerascuplé hexlgeun (yibste —~ Metallncgicat) 
Examination vy Seeaiibmalie 


Examination requested bj 


Examination requested: 


Result of Examination: 


Specimens submitted for examination 
dhl aches ati ohana a Sa 


they Ldnetited hy the stiatnd Shes L2A,Mlewk phe 


cee trexa cuealepe containing "Rope Zonnd at fMapbiess 4, segs, 
Dic" Tdaatafied ty te attested sage aie i Phe 


cee *buniile* of nite “fad 3% #22, Mock Y, a Deming che 
Sci thed ty the stisehed tage ded the" 


POR 
Donec 


Federal Bureau of fiwestigation 


SLYA BG Muited StateeDepartiuwnt of Justice 
TO-12h Atlunte, Georgia 
January 14, 1943 


Director, Fal 


Her UNKNOWN suBUy 
PRIVATE FELT. he ~ VICTRE 
CRIME ON GOV ERE SERVATION 
(MUBDER) 

36 


keference 1s made to my letter of August 6, 1942 recuesting C4 
peraiasion ¢ to dispose of the bulky exhibits which consist of tro speed. “e 
mens of rope and one bundle of wire which has been maintained in the i 
Atlanta office, It is requested that the Bureau advise whether these 
bulky exhibits may now be disposed of. 


Reference 1s also side to Laboratory report of the Technical 
Leg aboratory submit ne on May 21, 1941, Burouu file #70~601-2, and a 
review of the files reflects that specimens {1 through 3-9 and Kel 
through K-4 have all been returned toe the Provost Marshal. at Fort 
Reuning, Georglu ami a duplic=te reeeint was obtelusd Lherefor. 


Very trul yours, 


ere 


iF yy ICTORY: 


sy 
& 


Hederal Bureau of lnvestigation 
Huited States Department af Justice 


Atianta, Georgia 
August 6, 1942 


SLVRILW 
709124 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Res UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 


PRIVATE FELD » VICTIN 
GRIME ON GOVERNMENT RESERVATION 
(MURDER ) "i 

Dear Girt 4 


4 closing report is being submitted in the above antitled 
cage, and a review of the file rerleots that there are bulky exhibits, 
nomely, two specinens of rope and one bundle of wire, which have been 
miintained in the Atianta Office, 


In view of the fact that this case has been closed and that 
no proseoution is contemplated in this matter, thesv bulky exhibits 
will be of no further use, and it ie requested that authorizatica be 
grented te destroy the aame. 


Very truly yours 


Fhe Hamme 


F, Ry HAMMACK 
Special Agent in Charge 


" 8 


RnCORDED [Fe i b oS 
t 


ee 


@ & 


Reteral Bursa af fesucstigation 
United States Departrrent of Sustice 


1306 Biscayne Gullding 
Kiami, Florida 


dune 26, 1942 


Director 
Federal Sureau of Investigation 
vashington, 0. Cs 


(MURDER) 
Dear Sir: 


Reference is siade to report of Special Agent W. Lee Hancock, 
dated at Atlanta, Georgla, February 9, 1942, wherein a lead is set out for 
the kiami Office at the Panama Canal Zone. 


Ta view of tie fact that no Avent from the kiamt Office has 
gone to the Canal Gone since bie receipt of instant report, and also in 
view of the fact it is not expected any Agent will be proceeding to the 
Canal Zone, unless tho Bureau should so direct, this matter is being consider~ 
ed RUC'd by the Miami Office, 


Very. truly, yours, 


ane 7 ‘ 
A JE es abi Oat teach ae” \ 


i. G. DANESR I” 
Spee. dal agent in Charge 2 


SC To 


POT 


eet Atlant 


Nae St ee 
iL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
iS JUN 20 1942 
S DEPARTIF ORT OF JUSTICE 


RN 


rep NE 


Boderal Burens af frucstigation 


Puited slates Department of Fustice 
Newark, New Jergey 


April 4, 1942 


CLM SHEC 
70-25 


Director 
Federal Sureau of Investiration 
Weshineton, D, C. 


Ret UNKNOWN SUBJEQTS 
PRIVATE FELIX“HALL - VICTIM: 
CRIME ON GOVERNMENT RESERVATION 
(Murder) 


Dear Sirs 


Reference ia made to a letter from the Atlanta Field 
Division dated July 9, 19h], Listing communications reasived by the 
Provost Marshal's Office at Fort Benning, Georgia in connection with 
the above-entitled matter. 


& veviey of the indices of the Newark Field Division did 
not reflect any information concerning MANUELLSCOHN, 359 East Lilet 
Street, Paterson, New Jersey. Inasmich ag no /information pertaine 
ing to any Comeunistio sonnestions or activities on the part of 
COHN was revealed, no further investigation is being conducted by 
this office, end this metter ia being referred upon completion to 
the office of origin, 


Very truly yours, 


elo 
3. By CONROY 1 
Spesial Agent in Charge 


ROK EE Ee (NOUN 


7 1942 
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Lake als, 


Yor Nu, 1 


THis casnormamatenat ATLA! 
“Raront MADEAT 


DETAILS: 


synopsisorracta; Private HENRY 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


3 GSOQHGTA FREND. "720n1 37 
eae paca 
Baars | cence 
| water aon 
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L1l-2h-41 


Walz 


ot 


ENDENSOR, colored, &th Aviation Soundron, 
MeDill Field, Tampa, Ylorida, a cousin of FELIX HALL, 

made no statement thet he saw his cousin drinking with 
white men in Lontgomery, Alabava, but he d e@ him sbout 
Christmas ive, 1946, for a few minutes at "SHINE" DUPRERts 
eafe next to the Silver Moon Tavern in Nontgonery, Alabama, 
He hed not seen him about four months at the time, did net 
sea iis &fberwerds, and coula give no possible motive ér 
simllar information, 


~RUCH 


Report of SA EDWIN D. KUYKENDAIL, Birninghas, Alabama, 
dated LO-2h-41, 


AT SAUPA, FLORIDA: 


At NcDill Field, Private HEMRY FExDE. ty colored, 
Eighth Aviation. Squadron, was interviewed thro the coopera— 
tion of Lieutenant SHARP. He stated that his here is in Jack- 
son Lake, Slmuore, Alabama, and that he was inducted into mili- 
tary service on June 24, 1941 at Camp Shelby, Miusisgippi, where 
he remained about one month prior to be transferred to Tanapa, 
Floriua. He seid that for sboub Fix years immediately prior 
to this industion he had bean emplpyed--at the Recknora Slag & 
Gravel Company, Lontgonery oltapune, tt seldom came in contact 
with FSLIZ HALL, who was his cousin.” Hd gaid thet he know HALL 
well when HALL was 8 baby af? ue hatopa mph hin but the last he 
him was about late on Zhristmdd avd’ 94io, ke sedd this 


COPIES OF THIS REFORT 


- Bureau 


Atlanta 


TRL 


was 8 chance meting in Hontgomeny Alebama, when he vas on 

iis way home and he saw him at "SHINS" DUPWETS Cafe which is 
next door to the Silver Hoon Tavern. He said he only saw and 
talked with HALL for a few mimites and did not recall who alse 

3 that there were other colored soldiers and 
cortain that he saw no white persons around 


Was epound ott 
siviltans. i 
and theb HALL 


[bane . he bac heard that his cousin, 
FELIX HALL, was dead bub he had not hoard of the manner of hie 
death. He said that he did not know any of the associates of 
HALL, male Gr female, and knew of no enemies of UALL or other 
persons who might have committed the offense. He said that he 
could not recall oxactly when he hed seen HALL prior to ohrist- 
mas Eve, 1Yh1, bub Liought it was at least four months prior 
to that tine 


stated thet he did not recail making 
any statenent to the “efiect that he had seen HALL drinking in 
the Silver kicou in Montgomery, Alesana, when white men were praesent. 
He sald he gould not recall making any similar statement to HALL's 
father or any other yerson and he was certain that he had net 
sean eny white the vicinity of the Dupree Cafe when 

i 2, 1940, te said he did not recall 
dng sore white Army i. E.'s sone distance away from the Dapree 
6 end this was just after he left the cafe, 


3 


~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TC OFFICE OF ORIGIN ~ 


UNDE NELOED LEAD 


THe ATLAR®A FIELD DIVISION, a! HNG, GA., will interview 
Privates ‘AnD, who wes reported by Sergeant PRANK O, wILitars 
as havin; been a clove personal friend of viebim FELIX HALL. 

Tt wil: be noted that WILLIANS advised that SHEPARD wee a private 
in Gomoany & of the 2hth Infantry. 


RRED UPON COMPLETION TG THE OFHICE OF ORTOIN 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


form No. t 


THIRCABE ORIGINATED AT — ATLANTA, GEORGIA PILE NO. 70-175 JA 


REPORT MaUEAT paTewnen mane | remiovton 7=25, ap gumonr nace ey 
WHICH MADE 


19-29 ,10-Ueld | . _ EDWIN D KUYKENDALL 


CHARACTER DF CASS. 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS s GRIME ON GOVERNMENT RESERVATION 
FELIX y Private - VICTIN (MURDER) 


SYNUPSIB OF FACTS: No record of victim at Police lepartment, Montgomery, 
Alabama, JAMES HALL, Montgomery, has no additional in- 
formation except advised HENRY FENNERSON resides at 

’ Millbrook, Alabama. Investigation at Millbrook, inquiry 
wet of Draft, Board and of Fort WcClellan, Alabama, reveala 
, FENNERSON presently located “de Dill Field, Florida. 
JAMES WALTERS, Phenix City, Alabama denies knowing 
victim and atates he has no information at all con- 
serming argument between victim and bosa at saw mill, 


- B.U.G. ~ 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent E. W. BURKE, Atlanta, dated 
July 8, 19hl. 


Report of Special Agent KARL W. DISSLY, Atlanta, dated 
October 14, 1943. 


DETAILS: AT MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA: 


JAMES HALL, 15 Grady Street, informed that he haa no ad- 
ditional information concerning the muver of his son, the victim in 
this cases however, he was able to state that HENRY FENNERSON's Father 
reaides near Millbrook, Alabama and that his (JAMES HALL) mother, SARA 
HALL, Millbrook, Alabama, had stated that FENNERSON indicated to her 
that victim waa seen drinking wi.a white soldiers at the Silver lioon 
Cafe at Montgomery, during his Christmas vacation, Lieutenant G. J. 
RUPPENTHAL, Montgomery Police Department, checked Police records for 
information concerning viqtim, HALL, with negative results, He also 
oheoked the names of JANSS! » Victim's father, HENRY \PENNERSON, 


RF 
3 - Bureau 7 / 
1 2~ Miami 
| 3 - Atlante 

2 ~ Birmingham 


ruonanog yer and CORDELIA qUFHEAN, with negative results, 
all of whom were mentioned in reference report of Special Agent 


Ee. BURKE. 


Ideutenant RUPPENTHAL stated that he has never heard 
of white soldiers patronizing the Silver Moon Cafe and there~ 
upon telephonically communicated with D. CAFPLY, colored op- 
erator of the Silver Noon Cafe and questioned him concerning 
the possibility of victim being in his place of business dur- 
ing Christmas of 190 with white soldiers. UAFFEY informed 
lieutenant RUFPENTHAL that white people never drink in his 
place of business and further that he did not know victim, 


AT MILLBRCOK, ALABANA: 


Mr. d. B. MeFADEN, farmer, informed the writer that 
left Hillbrock during July, 19ld te enlist in 
the Army through the assistance of Mr. NcFADEN and ANN JORDAN, 
grandmother of HENRY FENNERSON, and VIOLMT FENNERSON, his mother, 
wera contacted in an effort to ascertain his present address, 
Each of then stated that he had been drafted into the Army but 
claimed that neither of them know his address. ANN JORDAN 
stated, however, that the Local Board at Wetumpka, Alabama, had 
drafted him, 


AT WETUMPKA, ALABAMA: 


Mrs. MARGARET H. JACKSON, Clerk, Local Board No, 2, as- 
certained from the files of that office that HuNRY FENNERSON was 
inducted at Fort WeClellan, Anniston, Alabama on June 25, 19ul, 
She was unadle to furnish any information as to his whereabouts 
at the present time, 


A letter dated September 16, 191, was directed to 
the Commanding Officer at Fort McClellan, Alabama, requesting 
information as to the present whereabouts of HENRY FENNERSON; 
a reply was received on Seotember 29, 19h2, advising that he 
presently 1s attached te the Bighth Aviation Squadren, MeDi11 
Field, Florida. 


This information was furnished the Atlanta Neld Divi+ 


aion by letter dated September 30, 19h], requesting that copies 
of appropriate reporta be forwarded to Miami Field Division in 
order that FENNERSON might be interviewed, 


AT PHANIX CITY, ALABAMA: 


JAMES WALTERS, laborer, Alabama Gas Company, negro 
was questioned at lenpth regarding possible statements that he 
may have made to WiLLI“ ELLISON, colored soldier, to the effect 
that victim, HALL, had been threatened with death by one of more 
of his white bosses at a saw mill if he refused to say "Sir" to 
them. Which information is contained in report of Special Agent 
KE. W. BURKE, WALTERS informed that he did not kmor victim HALL 
and did not know where the san mill referred to 1s located. It 
was said that WILLIE ELLISON had visited his home at about the 
tine of the murder and 4 few commoutg had heen made following the 
reading of a description of the incident in a newspaper. WALTERS 
said that he mentioned the killing and discussed the contents 
of the news article but emphatically denied ever making any state~ 
ment to the effect that victim had been threatened by any one. 
WALTZ2S stated he did not know JAMES WILLIAMS, another omployee 
of the saw mill who was supposed to have witnecsed the argument 
between victim and a white man. 


All investigation in the Birmingham Meld Division 
has been completed and this case is belng referred upon comple- 
tion to the office of origin, 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS: f 


THE MIAMI FIBLD DIVISION: 


AT MeDILL FIELD: Will locate HENIY FENNERSON and os 
interview him ragarding the names and identity of the white tt 
soldiers with whom victim was seen drinking ab the Silver Koon 

Cafe at Montgomery, Alabama during his Christmas furlough. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO TH OFFICE OF ORIGIN. 


Atlanta, 70-124 


AT COLUHBUS, GRORGLAS 


HATTIE ATDERSON, of 608 Second Avenue, atated that JAMES 
WILLIAMS, mentioned in reference report, did not reside at 508 
Second Avenue and she was not acquainted with JAMES WILLIAMS. Rf- 
forts were made to Loeate WILLIAMS at 61f Fifth Street, with nega- 
tive resulta, A JAMES NILLIAS was located at 1614 Glade Road, 
Vylumbus, Seorgia, but wns not identical with the d4Gs #1 LLIAkg 
referred to in refercase report. JAGS HWILLIAKS however stated 
that the JAS FILLIANS probably intended resided at 1013 Glade 
Glede Koad and could probably be located either there or at the hone 
of his brother, HOWARD WILLIAMS, of 1011 Glade Road, 


HOWARD WILLIAMS of LOl) Glade Road was contacted and steted 
thet his brother Jahes WtEhTas - By Fort isauine, Georrin, 
end nua been employed in February and Maroh of 1941, and that he re- 
sided next door, but that he was presently away from howe and might 
be reached at approximately 6:00 in the afternoon of each day. How- 
aver, efforts to locate NILLIANS at this tine failed. 


JOSEPH 8. PAY, Attorney, First National Bank, Building, 
Columbus, Georgia, sheted thet Attorney JOIN LAND whe was believed 
to know the wherssboute of MARY BIRKS, had left Columbus and was 
presently living somewhere in Texas, 


KAQHEL JENKINS, 1830 South Avenue, as distinguished fran 
the two addresses given in reference report, was located and stated 
that sho had not heard from her daughter, MARY BIRKS, but that she 
had received information to the effect that sha was presently liv- 
ing at Hattiesburg, Missisaippi, and that she believed she had gone 
there in order to be with her boy friend, Private ROBERT PULLAM, 
colored, who was supposed to be stationed at Hattiesburg, Misaissipri. 


Por the benefit of the Jackson Field Division who have not 
received previous reports in this oase, a copy of the report of 
Special Agent E. ¥. BURKE, Atlanta, Georgia, dated 7-841, is being 
forwarded te that office. 


ENCLOSURES: TO JACKSOHs 
1 copy of report of 5A E.U.BURKH, Avlanta,Ga., 
dated 7-8-4], 


1 phato of victim FELIX HALL. 


~ PENDING~ 


ry 
Atlanta, 70-124 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 


” fhe BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION at Montgomery, Alabama, will 
ehneck the police records far victim KALI, for possibie snform~- 
ation of velue to this lavestigation. 


* Will interview JAMES HALL, 15 Grady Street, Montgomery, for 
any Further information that he may have which will be of assist- 
ence ia the investigntion of thls case. 


* At Phenix City, Alabama, wiil interview JAMES WALTZKG, who 
ean be located ore of the Alabama Gas Company, fer full inform= 
ation regarding his knowledge of an argument between HALL and any 
ol his white boases at the sawalll wheré he worked. 

dno wows FTabL DIVIoTON, af ©: Dewi r 
will interview GEORGH LOVETT, formerly of E. Compeny, 
Fort Benning, Georgia, to ascertain if ho was present when HALL 
wes talking about « white woman in Block 12 that he was supposedly 
acsociating with, as outlined in the detuils of thig roport. 


* Will interview JAMES DAVIDSON, who apparently was acquainted 
with WALL while he was in the EB Conpany, 24th Infantry, ond age 
certain if he haa any information of value to thia investigation. 


The JACKSON FIELD DIVISION, at Hattiesburg, Misstasippi, 
will attempt to locate MARY BIRKS who {fs also known a6 BUSBLES, 
and will endeavor to obtain any information she may have relative 
to her assooiation with the victim in this case, 


* The ATLANTA FIELD DIVISION at Port Benning, Georgia, will 
eheok up any logical leads that can be obtained from © close in- 
apestion of the notebook found in HALL's possession regarding ad~- 
drasses, names or phone numbers, which appeared to te in Volwnbus 
or at fort Suaniny. 


* Will obtain a oomplete duscription of suspect HENRY J. SMITH. 


. Will recontact WILLIE WEAVER, Company H, 24th infantry, and 
obtain from him further information relative to the names of the 
witnesses he alleges were present when HALL was talking about the 
white woman he 1s assoolating with and thereafter, will interview 
these parties if WeaVeR is able to furnish their identitica, 


Atlanta, 70124 


* Will waintain contact with Sergeant YNSS ard Lieutenunt 

TOLVE regarding suspects GRMEN and HODGES and the Progress that is 
being made in oonnection with the investigation of thése sugpeets 
and algo the survey being made by Sergeant VYNs8 of the former rasi~ 
Block We 


dense on 
At Columbus, icorgia, Wils recontact 4.oL. PAYLON, Dizie 


Theatre, Tor any Tntoruatlon ho may have eonoerning this cuses 


Will interview JAMHS WILLIAMS, 1013 Glade Rodd, or at 10211 
Glade Koad which ju the hissa of HOWARD WILLIAMS, ralative to an 
arpoment HALL was roported to have had with SHITH prior to his 
murder, 


~PENDING= 


ate 


@ @ 


Federal Suecan of duvestigation 
United States Mepartinent of Fustice 


Atlanta, Georgia 
Ootober 3, 1941 


Dirsotor, . 

Federsl Bureau of Investigation, 
United States Department of Justice, 
Washington, De Ce 


ATTENTION: TEOENTOAL LABORATORY 


RE: UNKNOWN SUBJEQTS; 
@ FELT HALLAVietin; 


‘ON GOVERNMENT RESERVATION 


{MURDER} 


Dear Sir: 


Reforenve ts made to Bureau letter dated 
Mey 21, 1941, Buresu file 70-6013-2, Laboratory number 47871 
and Specimen Q2 identified as "E"-Noose by which victim was 
hung from saplings Thies specimen was retained pending receipt 
of instructions from this office. This office now desires to 
obtein a small piece of the above specimen Q2 identified as "3" 
to sid in the inveatigation of this cane. It ia suggested that 
the piece severed be taken so as to avoid destruction of the 
nooge not. The remainder of the specimen should be retained 
by the Laboratory for future comparison. 


Very truly yours, 


POR. HAMMACK “AL. 
. Special Agent in Cherge 


Rly mpi | 
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“Invades of Gcntentis from i 
FEDERAL BUREAU ‘OF INVESTIGATION ° 
WASHINGTON, D. c. 
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WHOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR FBI DEPT JUS WN DC ; 
ON OUR SIXTEENTH TRIS OFFICE FORWARDED. ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE FOR 
CONPARISON WITH PREVIOUS EVIDENCE ON FIL WITH YOUR LABORATORY IN THE 
CASE OF FELIX HALL RE FILE SEVEN NAUGHT DASH SIX 
NAUGHT ONE THREE DASH TWO LABLFOUR SEVEN EIGHT SEVEN 
ONE AND FOUR SEVEN EIGHT SIX EIGHT TOP THUS FAR 


WE HAVE RECEIVED NO REPORT ON THE EVEIDENCE SUBMITTED FOR 
COMPARISON STOP REQIEST LABORATORY REPORT ON THIS CASE STOP 


* pesonors 
1 56PM Het ; 
END 
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(Seu OO een 
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NEW YORK CITY 


me CHARACTI 


UNKOWN SUBTEOTS; CRIME ON GOVERUME? RESERVATION 
FELIX fae, PRIVATE, VICTIM Cienden) 


|) SY NOPSIS OF FACTS: The filos of the New York office go not contain 
2 


RSE regerding LRNASUSSHAE, se Ga 
Eg % . 
‘ 


« RIANNER, or HEREY\QUANNE, 


~RUC- 


Reference; Letter from Atlanta to the Buresu dated May 6, 1941, 


Details: Reference letter indicated that communientions 
apparently from Communists, protesting the lynching of 
Private FELIX HALL, had been received at Fort Benning, 
Ga., beering Brooklyn, N. Y. postmarks, end signed 
TEA SUSSMAN, D. FISHMAN, H. MAsNsR and HENRY MANNE. 


These individuals cannot be located or idantified by 
the files of the New York Field Division. 
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THE 


? Teeny | CRIME OF GOVERNIENT RESERVATION 
LL ~ VICTIM [ (una) 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ALLEN E. CLOUD, prisoner, U,. S, Disciplinary 
Barracks, Fort Leavermorth, Kanaas, denies 
any connection with or information concern- 
ing death of FELIX HALLs 


= oun ow 


REFERENCZ: 


Report of Special Agent A. J. DOYLE, 
Atlanta, Georgia, 55-41. 


DETAILS: 


At the U. &, Disciplinary Barracks, Yart Leaven- 
worth, Kaneas, ALLEN E, CLOUD, prisoner, advised he knew 
nothing whatever concerniag FELIZ HALL and, as a matter 
of fact, until Agent's interview he did not know of anyone 
by this name or that anyone had bean killed at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, He stated he certainly had nothing to do with 
it as he was under guard during that particular period of 
time. 


With reference to having made remarks concerning 
he killed or wanted to kill a negro, he seid the only remark 
he ever made which cowld in any way be attributed to him 
wats that while he was working under guard some negro soldier 
who was driving a fertilizer wagon refused to dump the fer- 
tiliser where 14 should be dumped, talked back to him and 
hat ha called upon the guard to instruct the nugro to dump 


28 lizer whepe it should be dumped, The negro started 
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Unknown Subjects 
Private Felix Hall, Victim KC. 70-288 5e2ln4h 


to talk back to the guard, whose nane he does not recall, 
and the guard had to unbutton the flap on his pistol guard 
before the negro would follow instructions and that he, CLGID, 
nade some remakr that 1f a negro talked te a white man like 
that, in louisiana be would be killed, : 

CLOUD etated Sergeant COUDY, who was.in charge of 
the guards at the incinerator, was always talking thav it 
waa the heighth of his ambition to kill a negro, and continually 
talked along this lins. 


Interviewed at length, no further information was 
obtained from CLIUDs 


CLUUD'S record shows he enlisted at Jackson, 
Mississippi on June 19, 1940, s~s committed to thy Guard House” 
September 17, 1940 at Fort Benning, Georgia, escaped September 
20, 1940; was apprehended at Columbus, Georgia the same day 
and remained as a prisoner at Fort Benning until March 20, 

1941 when he was transfered to the place of his present con- 
finement where he was received March 21, 1941. 


It might be stated one of the charges filed against 
CLOUD waa that of "Assault on Guards", CLOUD during his inter- 
view stated he wouldn't have had time to have done anything 
in view of the fact the guards were all afraid of him and 
watched hin closely, 
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Hederal Gueeass of Hawestigation 
United States Department of Fustice 


Atlanta, Georgis 
April. 30, 1941 
AID MW 


TO0~124, ATTRITION: TECHNICAL LAZORATORY 


@ 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. 0. 


RE: UNKNOWN SUBJEQT; 
Private FELIX‘HALL ~ Victim; 
CRIME ON GOVERNMENT RESERVATION 
(Murder), 


Dear Sir: 


Under separate cover bearing even date horewith, there 
is fornerded for the attention of the Technical Laboratory a white 
hair which was found on top of and around tho brin of victim's hat, 
the noose by which the above named victim was hanging to a sapling, 
a wire which was binding his lege together at the ankles, various 
pisces of rope, and a piece of wire found in a pile of sand which : 
the victim had apparently caused to eccumulate below his feet by ! 
soraping against the gully bank against which he was hanging. These 
wires. end. oper have been. tagged. and marked AJD. 4/29/41 plus one 
of the letters ‘A through "H*®, The officers of the Provost Mar~ 
shal's office cannot state just which of the ropes bound victim's 
hands in a fashion which permitted hin to have hia left hand in 
front of him with the rope running around his left hip to the right 
hand which was behind his back and just at the lett hip when vic- 
tim's body was found. It is well to point out that after victim 
was cut down and his clothes and these ropes removed, the ropes, 
wires and clothes were all washed by playing water on them with 
a hose. The officers rtate they. took this action because the 
stench emanating from the clothes and rope was unbearable. In 
the judgment of the medical officer who performed the autepsy, the 
victim had been dead over one month before hile bedy was found, 


The following items are subnitted: v4 OQ 


RECORDED teeter 
HAN ~ Rope ebrands taken from sand sc au Tom 
gt ~ Noose by which victim was hung frog, sePlipes a, a4} 
"BL". Hair found on top of victin'a kat; 4A 
| US. papa OF ustice 


i and Senge Rutwined in Le if fA 


Ay sags ie aN 
i", . 


Letter to Director, 4/30/41 
Atlanta 70-124 


"cw . Wire taken from around victim's legs at ankles; 

np ~ Cord found about 20 feet from victim's body; 

4gEN . Rope found in sand below victim's fact; 

npt . Rope strand taken from pile of sand below vie- 
tim's fect; 

1G" » Noose out from about threes feet from tree t> 
which victim was hanging; 

yt . Wire taken from sand below victim's feat. 


Algo enclosed are Known samples of rope ottained at Fort 
Benning, Georgia which appear similar in texture to the ropes found 


at the crime scene, These have been tagged and marked AUD 4/29/42 
plus one of the numbers #24 through "5", 


ugt . Known sample procured from supply room of sammill; 

"a" = Know satple procured from lifes preserver in sup~ 
ply room of Infantry School stables; 

"4% = Known sample procured from Veterinary Corps atable; 

45% = Know sample produred from Infantry School stable 
halter supply. 


The white hair taken from victim's het ie submitted for 
information as to source and such other information as analysis will 
disclose. 


The attention of the Technical Laboratory is particular 
ly directed to the small, bit of twine tied around the noose taken 
from victim's neck (Exhibit "B") at a point, about three inches a~ 
bove the slip mot, and also the fact that evon ufter this nooss 
had been washed it possessed an odox similar to the smell. of a horee. 


fhe remainder of the evidence 1s submitted for identi~ 
fication of ita type and source as indicated by comparison with the 
wire and rope standards file as well av with the knom rope speci~ 
mens forwarded and for such Zurther avalysis and examination as 
the Technical Laboratory deems appropriate, 


Lettar to Director, 4/30/41 
Atlanta 70-124 


It is requested that, for the present, this evidence 
be ratained at the Technical Laboratory for probable future com 
parison with additiona. known samples, 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIGN 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date Recorded: = 5-SeL2 9230 AMI 
Single Fingerprint Report , 
Cage: IRNOME SIBIECT; Reber; 70-6023-1 


Private PELIX WALL - Victim; 
¢ COVERNMUNT - RESERVATION 


Specimens: Sxhibit. re " consisting of fingerprints taken from the body of 


pove ense and an anlarye of the ring 


An, ve 3, hrmay Serial #405607 and an "enlarged picture 
of the rh, ant hand ring finger. 


Requested that the above specinens be compared with each other 
in an effort to effect a positive identification. 


RETURN ENCLOSURES PER REQUEST. 
Examination requested by: Atlanta 


Date received: 52-41 fja (Reotd, from Piles, 55-41) 


Examination requested: Fingerorint 
Reault of examination: Bxapination byt jqoyt 
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DATE WIEN MADE 


HIPORT MADE AT 


i 
{CRIME ON GOVERNMENT REGZRVATION 


| (MURDER) 


SYNoPsisorracts: Sargeant HENRY GREEN questioned with negative resulta. 


\ File reviewed, All logical leads covered. Case closed, 
“C~ 
REFERENCE: Report of Spsoial Agent 7, LEE HANCOCK, dated 2-9-42, 


at Atisuta, Georgia. “ 7 
Bureau letter dated July 23, 1942 (Bureau file 70-6013), 


DETAILS + At FORT BENNING, GEORGIA: 


The facts of this onse were discussed with Master 
CL] MID, who accompanied the writer throughout the course of this investigation. 


After reviewing thia file it was determined that Private KENT 
DURR, who has had relationship with suspect Sergeant HENRY GREEN's wife, be inter~ 
viewed relative to any information that he might have concerning suspect GREEN's 
aotivitios or condtestium with ingtant case. 


Private DURR was interviewed at the Provost Marshal's Office, 
Fort Benuing, Georgia, and stated thet he had never heard Mra. GREEN make any. 
atatemonts which would lead him to believe that her husband, Sergeant GREEN, had 
any information or' knowledge concerning the ‘instant orime., It ia believed, after 
having been so ‘advised by Sergeant TYHES, that Private DURR would have given the 
writer any, information dn his possession inasmuch as he and suspect GREEN have 
bad feolings letween them due to the fact that DURE has been keeping company with 
Sergeant GREEN's wife while Sergeant GREEN was stationed in the Panama Cana), 
Zone for the past?nine months. 


Brit 


During the course of thia: investigatig® {+ wie dvarned™ hasucus real, 


3 FP ain ER I sa OL MC MeN TE 
F : « | 4 y g 


ase 


. gegrseb’ pbepdng is) 


Atlanta, 70-124 


Sergeant HENRY GREEN had returnad from Panama Cenal Sone, and therefore it 
wae deemed advisable to communicate with the Miami Office to ascertain if 
that office had interviewed Sergeant GREEN, and the Miami Office advised that 
they had not interviewed suspeot OREEN inasmuch as there hed been no agent in 


that territory, 


Whereupon arrangements were made whereby suspect MENKY GREEN 
wes asked to accompany the writer and Sergeant TYMES to the Police Department, 
and he was questioued at length concerning his knowledge of the instant. crime. 
Sorgeant OREEN persistently denied having any duformation of the instant 
crime or being oonnested with the crime. He admitted that he did have a gun 
and that during the pertinent period he had gone owt of his house on one or 
two nights carrying a loaded .22 rifle, and he further admitted that he had 
told THOMPSON, his neighbor, that he would kill any negroes he found peeping 
in his window if he sould catch them, However he denied having ever goao 
outside of his house and wt in the dark with a loaded gun trying to catoh him. 


GREEN was questioned conceraing what his wife had on him, and 
he stated that it was not what his wife hed on him, but that the tables were 
turned, that he had something on his wife, namely, that she had been running 
around with Private KENT DURR. 


Sergi 


tb GREEN denied that he had ever had any trouble with any 


“itktuwa, Dut het tnere Lad Seanstalie dae dok U2" where - 
he resided of negroes having been around, 


The following deaoription wes obtained of Sergeant HENRY GREEN: 


Age 43; born 1-16-99 at Caneloville, to. 
Height 5 ft. 10 in. 

Weight 198 pounds 

Hatr Brown 

hyes Blue 

Complexion Ruddy 

Build large 


Scars Hous 
Wife Lae 


i rents j ecensed 

dalf brother vahinS A, JOHNSON, Moorehead, Mias, 
Education 8th grade. 

Army date: Serial g1032023, Enlisted 3-16.17 at 


Memphis, Tenn. Presently attached to 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
60¢ Pardohute Battalion, Ft. Benning, da. 
Continuous service record except from oe 
1920 to 1924 when he lived at Crenshaw, Kine, 


bé per Army 


Atlanta, 700124 seas 


Present address 22 Old Fort Benning Road, Columbus, Ca, 


Sergeant and Captain were both conaulted 
regardin= suspects Sergeants and and advised that ao far as 


they had been able to determine there was no reason to believe that 
or was implicated in the orime. 


A review of the file indicates that all logical leads have ocen 
covered, and it does not appear that there will be any purpose furthered by 
reinterviewing Sergeant A. MILLARD ALLISON, and therefore the lead in the’ - 
reference report is being disregarded. 


There does not appear to be any reason for interviewing MARY 
BIRKS, inasmuch aa there does not appear to be anything in the file Linking 
her with the orime or with having any knowledge of the facts in this oase. 


Therefore this case is being closed upon authority of the 
Special Agent in Charge. 


‘“<CLOSED=_ 
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TLS CHAMACTEI OF CASE 
UNKNOWN SUBJEOTS: CRIME ON GOVERNNBNT RESERVATION . 


PRIVA LINEAL o> VICTIM 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Sargeants, ACB ALLISON, JOHNHIZ JONES, FITZGERALD 
PATRICK, ROBERT STEWART, all deny any knowledge 
voncerning instant offense. Sergeant H&NRY GREEN 
presently at Ft. Kobbe, Canal Zone. 


-Te 


. 
MEERENCEs Report ef Special Agent, M. W. BURKE, Atlanta, 


Seorgia, dated July 8, 1941, 


us, [PROVOST MARSHAL at Fort Benning, Georgia 
edvised that the ropa which was taken from the body, to- 
gether with several specimens of rope taken from varicus parts of the Fort 
had been submitted to the Alabame State Highway Patrol toxicalogist at bé per ne 
Auburn, Alabama and that an identification had been made by that organt- pic 
zation to the effect that the ropo used by the signal corp at Fort Beming 
was exuctly the same as that taken from the body. It was ascertained from 
Lee[ leat the signal corp wagons were parked in various placea on 

the Fort, that rope that had been used and became slightly frayed was 

simply cut off snd thrown away and that the fact that the identification 

was made as being signal corp rope would not narrow the field for suspects 
inasmuch as the rape was available te any of fifty thousand soldiers on 

the post. - caret: i ise 


‘he ontire facte of this oase were gone over, With Lt. 
[Jana the areas where the murdered man work ed, lived, was Last seon, 


and was found? dsady were gons over by Agent. Thec flap wre ggheysod with 
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col.f  —d who was Provost Marshal at the time the body was diseoverad 
and all--possible theories of the cave were discussed and oxamined in detail. 


Sgt. ACE KILLARD ALLISON, upon his return from the Carolina 
Vaneuvers was interviewed at length and in detail con@erning his knowledge 
of the hanging of FELIX WALL but he denied participation in the offense. He 
admitted that he was living with Sgt. GREEN in GREEN'S home in Block W at 
me of the commission of tne offense but maintained that neither: he nor 
2HSN had anything ta do with it. He stated that GRUEM was «a heavy drinker 
and at times quarrelsome and disagreeable but he denied that he had ever heard 
GREEN make any statemonts to the effect that he was) geing te kill someone, 
Phe following is a description of Sgt. ACE MILLARY Agr Taou as obtained from 


observation and interrogation. 


Age 27 

Born Mey $, 1924 

Piace Truisville, Alabama 

Height 5t ue 

Weight 184 lbs, 

Celor Byes Blue 

Color Mair Red to Auburn 

Complexion Ruddy 

Eyebrows Heavy, sandy in color. 

Color White 

Sex Male : 

Marital Status Nearried to Mary Allison, 
1915 Seosond Avenue, Columbus, 
Georgia. 

Army Serial 6394796 

Enlisted June 16, 1936 at Birmingham, 
Alatama. 

Present Assignment Twentieth Engineers, Suprly 
Sergeant, Co-E. 

Seare and Varker Small Sear inside left thick; 


1" scar base right hand, smil 
narrow sear under left eye. 


| advised thet ho had been oalted by Lt. | 
7 


in command of the Colored Detachment of the Corp Area Servise Jormand : 
who stated that ho had had a soldier contact him who stated that he had ine be : 
formation concerning this case. pee aERY 


Lt.[_Jetated thetl ———S—=idr as cv lored barber had come 
to_find out something about the murder of FELIX HALL to see and 


ieseeeanerer eel contacted and he oe this information 
and further atated that ha would go to the guardhouse and pigk out the man = - 


who had nade the statement, This was done and the orisoner was revealed as 


Atlanta 70-124 


colored, who admitted making the statement to 

but stated that he had nothing to base it upon other.than the fact that 

ee been confined in the guardhouse with him late in 
arch of 1941 and had bean overheard by him taling about the case. Ke was 
uestioned at longhth but was unable to give any further information. 
Ce Meas Private at the 18th Quartermastors Delechment, Co. I. 
was contacted and he stated that ha had no first hand kmowledge concerning 
the death of PELIN HALL. Ue admitted that he had been confined in the 
puardhouse shortly after the body had been discovered but stated that any- 
thing thet he might have said would have come from nothing other then the 
normal conversation that was rampant on the Boet_soon after the body had been 
discovered. He wes questioned at length as wasfe | COMPARE 
Le. 48th Quartermaster Detachment bit mo additional information could be 
developed. 


e Wor the information of the lami Field bivision the following 
facts have been developed in this case thus far. 


On March 28, 1941 a platton of Engineers, from the 20th Engi-+ 
neers Regiment at Fort Benning, Georgia, were running a problem through an 
erea just north of the 24th Infantry swimming pool. The area is heavily 
wooded, contained an immense growth of underbrush and is divided intermittenly 
with smal] ravines running irregularly throughout. While at work on their 
problem they discovered a body, later identified as that of Private FELIX 
HALL, oolored. The body was hanging from a small sapling on the bank of a 
ravine with only the head visible above the bank. One rope was tied around 
the victim's neck. Another rope was attached to an adjoining sapling which 
strongly indicated that the feet had been tied by that roye and the body 
placed there in a jauk-knife position. The feet were bound together with 
ordinary baling wire. The hande were tied by a piece of rope but from the 
length of it it was possible for the victim to bring one arm in front of his. 
The tous touched a pile of loose dirt which gave rise to the belief that the 
vody had boon placed thore in the jnckknife position, that the victim Had 
succeeded in working hia feet frae which permitted him to hang straight dow 
in the ravine. The pile of dirt under him came from the bank of the ravine 
which had been dug out by the viotim in an effort to get something for him 
to stand on to release tho pressure from his Vireet. Subsequens investigation 
developed that the victim had been last seen ca February 12, 1941 by soldiers 
who worked with him at the sawmill at which time he had told them he was 
geing to the Post exchange. fe never arrived at the Post Exchange and some- 
time betweon 4 FP. on February 12, 1941, and the date he was found he was une 
doubtly murdered by hanging. The crime scene waa sifted for evidence, the 
bvody was thoroughly and completely examined, the persons that had seen him 
last were allinterviewsd, all known leads were followed cut with nogative 
results, No physical evidence was ever developed. The wire that bound the 
victim's fest together was ordinary baling wire which could have come from 
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any of several places on the Post. The rope was subsequently identified as being 
from the Signal Corp, but that rope has bsen available to any of the 50,000 
soldiers at Fort Benning, The background of the victim has been thoroughly 
investigated and it was developed that, there was some possibility that he had 
been carrying on an affair with a white woman. It is in continuation of this 
possibility that the following theory has been developed, 


The victim worked at the saw mill at Fort Benning and in order 
to return to his quarters after work, the shortest route wae through an area 
known as Block W. This area was occupied by white noncommissioned officers 
of some years of service, There had been a number of reports of Poaving Toms 

turned into the Provoat Harghal's office from this area immediately prior to 
the, murdering of the victim, but nome were made efter his disappearance, 
Mys. 3. S. THOMPSON, who had resided in this area advised that Sergeant HEN 

WORZEN, had been troubled with the nagroes who had been peeping in the windows 

calet his house. He was reported to have become very incensed at the recurrence 

of this and Mrs. THOMPSON stated that on several occasions hesat outside his 
houee for a considerable time at night, with a gun tryping to catch the negro 
who Was bothering him. Kra. THOMPSON stated that she had heard that he had 
shut al one negro whom ne suspected of loitering around his premises and had 
been in a very ugly frame of mind about the trouble he was hating in thie re- 
gard, 


It has been developed that Sgt. GREW, who, in the past, has 
bootiegged whiskey bears a very poor reputation. Spt. AGH MILLAND ALLISON 
married the sister of Sgt. GREEN'S wife. Mrs. GRSEN, during the pertinent 
pericd, was confined in a hosptial aa a result of injuries sustained in an 
automobile accident and Sgt. ALLISON and his wife wer 1i 
Block W. Sgt. Allison is reported to have stated shortly after the bogy was 
found that GREEN would have to he might good to his wife from now on as she 
could kick the bucket out from under him any time with the information thet 
she had on him. 


From the position of the body and the location in which it 
wes found, it does not appear that one man could have eomsitted the crime. 
February 12, the date that the victim was last seen alive, was a Wednesday, 
and both ALLISCH and GREAN were off that day. It has ‘wen tentatively de- 
veloped that thay were in GR&C'S home drinking on that afternoon. It is 
therefore pogsible that the fietim cut through Block W on his way from work 
and was taken by these two Sergeants to the point where the body was found. 
ALLISCN has been interviewed but he denies participation. Staff Set. HENRY 
GREEN is presently with Headquarters Co. 501 Parachute Battalion, Ft. Kobbe, 
Canal Zone, Panama. 


~ PENDING ~ 


site 
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bé per Army: 
UNDEYSLCFED LEADS : BIC fe 


* The ATLANTA FIELD DIVISION at Fort Benning, Georgia will wi 
maintain contact with Sergeant[ and Lt regarding sdepects 3 

ana[ | and for progress that. ia being mate in connection wit] e 
the informants of the lilitary Police throughout the Poot, 


# AL. SOUARNS | 


Will interview JOH LAND, attorney, as to the whereabcuts 
of MANY SINKS, with whom interview is desired, 


Will again interview Sgt. ACE MILLARD ALLISON and his wife 
kenY in an effort to develop further information concerning the comnisaion 
of instant offense. 


The MIAMI FIALD DIVISION at Port Kobbe, Panama will locate 
Starf Sgt. HENRY GREEN, Headquarters Co, 50h Purachutc Battalion and thorough~ 
ly question him concerning his participation in inatent offense, It should 
ba born in mind that the solution of this case depends upon verbal statements 
inasruch as no physical evidence has been developed and this interview with 
GREEN should be well thought out in advance, 


~ PENDING ~ 
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CHARACTER OF CASK 


a: COVER 
under) 


and SGP, WANK Us wLLLLAKS, 
Fort Devens, Ayor., fass., unable to ive any 
. reagon for HALLIS death, advising they knew of 
no trouble in which 4e involved, nor aay 

; tion. available 
WOMEN? 
: ere detailed, 
Private CHURE LOVETY reported to be stationed at 
Fort Henning, Ga. or transferred to post other than 
hort Bevens, Vass, 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


~ RUC - 


FREMALEs Report of Sp. Agh, Be¥.BUE, dated 7/8/L1, 
DETALES: 


iS, Alin, TADS. 


Jinks &, UAVIDSON, Conoany PF, 366th infentry, bort Devens, 
Ayer, feea,, up being tntery nd Advised that he had 
been on acquaintance of WELIX HALL since HALLIS enlistment 
in the army, whieh was approximately six months prior to 
the curansfer of DAVINSON from Tort Benning to Port Devens, 
Mass. He stated that at the tine part of the company left 
Fort Benning, he inew that HALL was i and that he sad 
been so about a week or ten aays before tne company belt 
Fort Senninss 


Avout a nonth after arriving in tort Devens je Happened to 
‘Tend in the newspaper about HALL being found nanved on the 
Pesel vation in ceorgla. He stated tht gums the firet 


TEER WT. G Lana “ener wnrinmane once DR 
95-4 ba]? — 
a-| GO/F 7 | enexen 
Spa aewen T (a1 Us ee 


é 


time he knew of Hall's death and was very surprised upon receiving 
this information, Regarding hie contact with Hall while at Fort 
Benning, he steted that he ren around with Hall at numerous times, 
hed gone to Columbus with him during weekend leaves, end during hia 
contact with Hall elways found him to be a very good boy. He kner 
.of no one who digliked Hall, nor did he have sny information aa to 
any trouble in which Hell might have been involved, 


DAVIDSON further strted thet he was employed in the timber camp 4 
and believed HALL to have been detailed to the Quartermaster Corps, : 
at the saw mill where he vas employed at keaping fires at the 

mill; thut he never heard of any trouble between Hall and any members 

of the troop at the saw mill, and thet HALL had never said anything 

regarding eny trouble, 


Regarding friends of HALL, Private DAVIDSON stated he knew he had 
@ cousin working in Block 12, and that he was running sround with 
some girl who was « friend of his cougin, He stated this girl was 
ae a colored girl and also worked in block 12, but he could not give 
the name of the cousin, nor the girl friend of the victim, DAVIDSON 
further stated thet HALL was going with some girl in Xontgomery, 
< but he did not know ber name, He did not recall HALL ever having 
made any remark about going to see a white girl who reeided in 
block 12 on the reservation, nor did he have any information regarding 
HALL ever having gone with a white woman. He had no further information 
regarding associates of Hell. 
~ 
FRANK O, WILLIAMS, Firot Sergeant, Comany F, 366th Infantry, Fort 
avens, Ayer, iisse., advised agent that he was well acquainted with 
. Hell while stationed at Fort Benning, Ge.; that he had trained and 
~ drilled HALL and pbout 50 other colored soldiers when they orlginelly 
enlieted into the ermy last August or Seotember 1949; tht he, with 200 
other colored solders, were transferred frou Fort senning, Ge. to 
Fort Devens, Mass. on February 27, 1941, and at the time of the 
transfer he knew that HALL had been AWOL for four or five anys before 
he and the other acidiers left Fort Benning. 


He stated he had heard Sergeant JACOB HaKRiS state thet HALL waa 
absenty about two weeks after arriving st Fort Devens TILLIAMS steted 
he read in the newspeper where HALL had been hanged. 


Regsrddng his luicwledge of HALL'S personal character, WILLIAMS stated 
he was very familiar with his habits, and considered him an ell right 
individual; thet he ad no trouble with him during training, and that 
hie discipline nas good, although at times HALL seemed to be more of 
“a kid than a soldier, es he wac usually playing pranks on others, and 
almost always in a very jovial mood, Sergeant WILLIAMS knew of no 
trouble in which HALL hed been involved, and knew no one that disliked 


icvim, nor cid he have any inforration re,arding Hall's activities 
witn aile,ec seating of a white woman, on or near the reservation. 


SokPanb, of the ebt 
sald they ran around to,ether, were in the sane tent, and ke con- 
sidered them very close friends, Hé further afvised that HALL bad 

a first cousin, rare ADELE PETGHSUN, who was a private da Coapany 
Bof the 2kth Infantry at Fort Benning, and also another cousin 

whose nane be cid not recall sta was located in the First: 34atttalions 


necarvin, toe dngudry coneerning GHGNDE LovLr? ivate Lornarly 
with Comuny EB of the dth Intantry, Sergeant 13 stated that 
he was of tre opinion that LOVETT stayed at Fort Senning and he 
definitely knew that LOVETT did not come to Fort Devens with the 
others of that comzany. 


ae . ve ; : ee b6 Army,, 
a first Division, Lilitary Police, ort bavens, ace a este 
NaySe, advised aunt that after a thorough check of the entire 


colores personnel at the rort, he was unable to [iid any recor? of 
being located at Fort Devenn, 
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Rane We DISSLY 


UHARACIEN oF 


ut 


ie ON GOVERMENT RESERVATION 


| (MURDER) 


presently laeated in texas, 


Serges.nb HEY 


LEE, GO] Purachuto tattalion, Austin 


ransferred from ; 


Field, Fort Sending, Coorgia,. suspect, 
Efforts being 


Fort Benning to Panama Canal District. 
made to locate MARY BIRKS, 


Pe 


Report of Special Agent E. 7. BURKE, Atlanta, Georgia, 
dated 7-8-4]. 


Af FORT BENNING, GEORGIAs 


Lisutenant 


Assistant Provost Marshal, Fort 
[jor the Military Police 
who have been making an investigation in Blook W at Fort Bennin: 
Georgia, in an effort to determine whether or not suspoct{ 
had made any statements indicating that he might have murdered the 
victim for his "peeping Ton” activities in that district, had pre- 


Benning, Georgia, stated thet Sergeant 


gently been assigned to service in Louisiana with the Second Armor~ 
ed Division which waa on maneuvers. 


Capteinl —————«d Commanding Officer, 501 Parachute Bat- 
ftalion, Fort Benning,, Georpia, was. contactad and stated that the 
801 bute Battalion wits bei ‘transferred from Fort Benning, 
fee See, duties in the Fondma ‘Canal Zone, Hie stated that he 

tain a close watch’on ‘suspect land any information 
ra oe indicating thas] may have been involved in the 
ld immediately forward to this office. 
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PROVOST MARSHALL 
FORT BENNING, GEORGIA 


ROPE SPECIMENS LAST SUBMITTED NOT SIMILAR TO SPECIMENS FOUND AT 
SCENE OF CRIME, NO SIGNIFICANCE NOTED IN KNOT STUDY, REPORT FOLLows, 
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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OBSCENE 


negro, "Peeping Top" in Block W, xhere he lived; 
was “fed up" with "Peeping Tom™, and has poor 
reputation es doos hie wife. Confidentiel in 
formants seelcing further information regarding 
GHEEN as pos 

HODGES 


on route victim took every dar 
hie barracks, and was last seen in vielnlty of 


Sergeant HOOGES' home, the theo; be doo 
vanced that HODGES possib: 
ACDGES 

a Southemer Various Tope & es Tound in 
his garage after he moved out of rvaidence in Block 
W, which bear some resemblonce to rope with which 
victin was ning, Inveetigntion theories outlined, 
other suspects set out, ani investigation with 


referense to each outlined. 
~ Pw 
REFERENCE: Report of Special agent A. J. DOYIE, Atlanta, 5/5/41. 
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DRTALIS: Unier date of May 8, 1941, the Sureau advised that 
a comparison of the fingerprints taken from the body 

of the victim with those of FELIX HALL, Us S. Army serial 

$14,005,607, has identitled the victim in this cage as HALL. 


Tha following investigaticn was conducted in voveriag 
the undeveloped leads eet out in reference report and also other 
auch leads as appeared necessary froma review of the report. 


RACHEL JENKINS, 850 First Street (as distinguished frem 
, 1830 Firat Avenue, the address given in the undeveloped lead in 


reforance report), etated that her daughter was known ae MARY 
} BIRKS, alias | BUBBER", and desoribed her as follows: 
\ 


Te ee tag tee Eee eR ht NY eS A Re 8 eA ey Fo NINE I leet cramer a 3h 
tis tteiSs ae 


\ Name MARY BIRES 
Race Negro 
Age 22 
Height. 5* gn 
Weight 145 
Build Heavy 
Color Medium brow 
Eyes Brom 
Hair Black 
Marital status Married, separated from 

husband. 


She emphatically atated, as did other members of her 
family, that she last heard from her daughter when the latter was 
in Misstesippl but has destroyed the letter and could not racenber 
the name of the tom and professed to be very distracted over her 
daughter's disappearance and repeatedly requested that she be 
advised if her daughter was located. She stated that she would 
adviae the Ablanta Office 1f she heard anything aa to her daughtar's 
whereabouts. 


Lieutenant] sd Aseigtant Provost Marshal, Fort — ®¢ per Army 
Benning, Georgia, advised the writer that he had heard from the meas A 
joluntua Police Departme:s that an attorney of 
Columbus had at one tine represent and had 
the FBI was locking for her. He is supposed to have said 
that he thought he might be able to locate her and a lead is being 
set out to contact Mre in thie regerd, 


w2a 


Atlanta, 70<12h, 


At the Columbus Police Department, the arrest 
and Recorder's Court records wore checked without finding 
any criminal record of the victim in this case, 


Corporal JOHN lL. COLBERT, Service ¢ 
Betachnent, colored, at present on duty at the Infantry 
School Stables, was contacted regarding the Aliseing pages 
of the Guard Duty Register, which pages referred to the 
date that victdn HALL 1a supposed to have met his death, 
COLBERT stated he kad no information as to what had been 
done with the missing pages in question and assumed that they 
had been destroyed. 


Agent checked the Guard Duty Register, which is 
at present being held in the Provost Marshal's Office file 
on this case and found thers sere other pager which were 
tdac'ng over a period of two or three months, indicating that 
perhaps this reglater is not maintained as completoly as it 
might be and that through a coincidance, the page covering 
the pertinent period in this oase might have inadvertently 
fallec to have been filed along with the other reports, 


Since a review of this file doss noo indicate that 
there ia any particular reason why further investigation should 
be made in this regard, no further attention ie being given 
this phase of the matter at the present time, 


Corporal COLBERT declared that vire from the bales 
of hay and rope from the halters used at the Infantry stables, 
was disposed of at the incinerator at the Post, which incinerator : 
ia located about 600 or 700 yaris from where HALL'S body was “ 
found, He stated that a perscn could possibly go dow there 
any tine and find different lengthe of rope and wire, indicating 
the fact tit even though this rope was identified a having 
come froa the Infentry School Stables, 1% might have teen secured 
from the incinerator or sompost piles. 


In this regard, it t¢ notei that the Bureau Laboratory 
report dated May 21, 1941, states that the Laboratory was unable 
to identify the rope samples secured from the Infantry School 
Stables as being identical with the rope with which victim was 


hungs 
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COLBERT had no other information of value to 
shies investigation but wes explained the Burean’s need 
for confidential informants among the colored soldiers 
in this case and promised hia fill cesperation in this 
regard in case anything of valus to the investigation 
come to his attention, 


With regard to the undeveloped lead set out in 
reference report to contact mexbers of the roundhouse 
crew, HARVEY DAVENPORT, who iy @ good friend of Sergeant 
TIMES of the Military Policy, stated that he had no infor. 
mation regarding this case and heard rene of the other an- 
ployees talking zbout it. He further declared that either 
he or a man by the name of W. C. TORNSON would Inve been 
on duty after 4 ofclock in the afternoon until the following 
morning, which is presumably the time of day that victim met 
his deaths 


MR. We C. TOWNSON, 1223 = 15th Street, Columbus, 
Georgia, could furnish no information rugarding this astter. 
Both lr, DAVENPORT and ir. TOWNGON stated that they would 
contact the Provost Marshal's Office if they heard of any 
information relating to this case. 


Tdeut Assistant Provost Marshal, 
ascertained thet is now stationed at Fort 
Devins, Massachussetts. @ party is mentioned in the un 


developed leads eat out in reference report and is to be 
interviewed by the Boston Field Division. 


A memorendum for the file, dated April &, 1941 by 
Special Agent P. A. LARMOYEUS indicates that JAMES HALL, 15 
Grady Street, Montgomery, Alabama, called at the Atlanta Office, 
advising hat he wan FELIX HALL'S father. He further stated 
that [IENRI\SINERSON of Elmo County, Alabama had seen victim 
with sous te soldiers, names unknown, at Christaas tine in 
1940 in the iver Moon Cafe at Montgomery, Alabama. He did 
not have a better address for SINERSCH but stated that he wuld 
gecure sane, whish could be obtained from him subsaquently. 


“he 
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In view of the Tact thet very little ie knom 
about viotim's background, habits, activities or association, 
a lead is being set out for the Birningham Office to contact 
JANES HALL and SINERION for any information they may have 
that would be of value in this respect. 


A review of this tlie dleclosed tro notebooks taken 
froma HALL'S belongings conteining numerous notations, some of 
which ars illegible, These aotebooks have been photostated 
and the originals are being maintained in the file of the Pro. 
vost Marshal at Fort Benning, Some of the writing in these 
notehooks evidently consists of phone numbers, street addresses, 
and there are cone or two names of girls who HALL was apparently 
interested ins 


for the information of the other offices, especially 
the Birmingham Office, these namea are as follows: 


FLORENCE QOTTON, 742 North McDonough Strest, 
Montgouery, Alabama. 


CORDELLAWUFFUAN, 52 Chilton Street, 
Montgomer}), Alabama. 


ESSIE MAENWASHINGTON, 1903 ~ 26th Avemie. 
(this oddrdee may or may not apply to ESSIE 
MAB WASHINGTON) 


ger lvae ~ Above this nave is a notation which 
appears to be "BY 9368." 


Tavastigation will be made to determine if thie is 
in reference to Block W at Fort Benning, where the two best 
suspects in this case at one time rosided. 


Alse, in one notebook was found a bit of prose writing, 
evidently by HALL regarding his great love for Wes ADA Man 
COTTON, which ended up with the following “Better know this 
Mr. GABLE EDWARD." 

The following addreassas wore noted: 

645 = USth Avenue, Ne, 66«k5 

1809 Copeland Avenuc, Ne 


whe 
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18th Street 17th Court, 

léth Street 17th Courte 

Silver Moon Cafe, We 3982 

MARY LAULD, 1621 B - in the rear. 
RFD 1, Box 185, 


The other notebook found in HALL'S possession 
contained no notations of value to this investigation, 


The Birmingham Office, when conducting investigation, 
is requested to determine if any of the above names or addresses 


are concerning persons or places in the Biralnghan Field Division, 


and all logical leads that present theeselves shovld be followed 
up, if investigation discioses that any of the above addresses 
or persons reside in the Birmingham Field Division, 


Similar investigation will be made in the Atlante 
Fieid Divielon. 


Tdsutenant Aosistant Provost Marshal, 
advised that Private: 64th 
Engineers, Fort Benning, Georgia, were at one time in jail at 
Evergreen, Alabama. They are considered very vicious characters 
and were involved in en armed robbery in Alabama after their 
decearticn at Fort Benning, wich occurred on March 30 when the 
publicity regarding the finding of HALL'S body came out at Fort 
Benning. It is not felt that any further investigation should 
be made in this regard at this time jin the absence of something 
more definite to link these men with instant case. 


Sergeant Milt Po. Benning, 
edvised that he ard trom Sergeant ' 
Area, Fort Benning, that one Be 
that he had heard that FELIX HALL had been caught in the 


of peeping in a window in Block 12, which is a non-commissioned 
officers residence area. 


Investigation disclosed that BASS 1s at present working 


at the Post Exchange in the 20th Engineer area, residing at 
302 H, Peabody Apartaents, Columbus. He was intarviewed and 
eaphatically declined any kmomledge of the cace or having made 
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any such statement, declaring that someone must have aise 
quoted him because he knew nothing at all of the matter 
but that ho would cortainly have no hesitancy in giving 
Anformstion that he had if he knew anything, 


Po L. TAYLOR, colored, Dixie Theater, Caluatus, | 
Georgia, contacted the writer and hes also been in touch 
with authorities at Fort Benning regarding the HALL cases 
He carries some influence arourd Columtas and is a corres~ |! 
pondent of the Atlanta World, which is a colored newspaper : 
in Atlante, Georgia. He claimed that o friend of his, whosh 
name he had forgotten, told him that the vietim had been =" 
seen in 4 district in Montgomery, Alabams mown as Wand 5, 
which is the place here colored prostitutes cater <o white 
soldiers and white men, exclusively, where the negroes ars 
not supposed to be found. TAYLOR contimed that his infor 
natit had told him that HALL had been seen there with two 
white soldiers and also had been know to frequent the Silver 
Meon Gafe at Montgomery, Alabama with theee soldierse TAYLOR 
declared that ne had numeroue frisnds at Montgomery that he 
could contact for information regarding HALL'S activities 
there, and declared that he would do so, furnishing their 
nancs in caro it was deemed necessary to work through then 
for information at « later date. 


He was subsequently contacted in this regard and 
stated that he had been sick and had not been able to attend 
to the matter but would contact the writer if he were able 
to get any information in this connection. It io thought | 
that he is principally interested in seeing if the case is 
being actively inveatigated and at this tine there appears 
to be no need for axtensive investigation at Montgomery, 
looking toward the connection of individuals there with HALL'S 
death at Fort Benning, since there 1s no eviderwe to suggest 
any connection in this regard at the present tine. However, 
TATLOR is to be recontacted once more and if he has any infor 
mation that would indicate the nezesaity of contacting his 
daformants at Montgomery, same will be set out, together with 
appropriate undeveloped leeds for the Birmingham Field Division. 


TAYLOR was carefully interviewed and specifically 
advised that no authority was being given him to conduct any 


a 
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investigation but that the Bureau would be pleased to re~ 
caive any information he was able to obtain, including 

nemes of any informante who might de of assistance in the 
investigztion in this matter. In this regard, it should 

be noted thet the Atlanta World, to which he evidently 
furnishes news items, has printed HALL'S death as a lynch 
ing and the comments in this newspaper indicate that possibly 
there may be sane Communist influence in the editorial 
palloy, since the oppresaion of the negroes was mentioned 

and there seemed to be some tendency to stir up race preju~ 
dice in the newspaper comment regarding the case, TAYIOR, 
himself, explained that he had submitted information to the 
Atlante World, outlining the fact that there as no reasen 

to believe that this mtter wae 4 lynching by a mob, and 
appeared to be trying to avoid any raciel trouble in Columius. 


N 9 colored, antdi~Tank Company, 24th 
Infantry, Fort 5 ng, Georgia. This party wae mentioned 
in an undsvaloped in reference report. ROGERS stated 
that he was going to\his barracks about March 20, 194] when 
he fell in step with another uclored soldier shose name and 
organisation he does not know. The latter said that he had 
been <a a "detail" with another soldier, who had told him he 
knew who killed FELIX HALL and that he would tell who did it 
if he was relieved from the Guard House, RUGERS understood 
thie party who he was taliing with to mean that he had been 
on duty at the stockade and a prisorer had told thie unknown 
subject, that he (the prisoner) imew who had ailled HALL, 
ROGERS could give no more specific details and denied that 
ne imew HALL, personally, or anything elae about the sass, 


With the assistance of Assistant Provost Marshal 
the folloning negro prisoners at the Post stookade 
were interviewed in an attempt to find cut shether one of 
then 1a the one sho stated that he knew who killed FELIZ HALL: 


ws 
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Serve Cos Qelle Dete 
Co. 1 48 Qelle 
Co. K 4B QM 
Coe H 4B QeMe 
Coe K 43 QeMe 
Coe EAS Qe 
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Coe F 24 Inf. 

Coe A l6th TH Regt. 
2ith Infe Coo Le 

Cos Ly A8th Qo. Reg. 
Coe I, 24th Inf. 

Cos Ty 48 Glle 

Cus F, 24 Int. 

Coe A 24 Inf. 

Co. K 48 QoWe 

Co. © 24 Inte 

Co. A 24 Inte b6 per Army 
Co. F 24 Inf. bie! 
Cos F 24 Inf. 

Co. F 24 Inve 

Co, L 24 Inf. 

Go. BE, 2hth Inf, ; 
Coo I, 48th Qo. Rage 
Co, D, 24th Inf. 

Coe Ky 48th QeMe Rege 
Co» L, 24th Inf, 

Cos Ly 48th QeMe Roge 


Zach of these yarties denied making any such statenent 
or having eny knowledge of the case but in every instance, they 
were advieed of the necessity of reporting any information to the 
Provost Marshal's Office that they might obtain in the future 
regarding this matter. They wore impressed with the confidential 
natare of ang information they would furnish oné each colored 


soldier premised to cooperates 


Private JAMES ARTHUR PERRY, antiTeck Company, 24th 
Infantry, also mentioned in the lead in the reference report, 


stated that he had no information regarding anyone who was 
supposed to have heard who killed FELIX HALL and declared that 
someone mat have given some wrong information as to his know 


ledge in this regards 


Lieutenant Colonel Provost Marshal, bé per Army 


communicated with the writer on May 20, 1941 to advise thet 
Headquarters Squadron, 62nd Air Base, 
Headquarters and Hoadquerters Company, 62nd 7 
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and =«d|:s« 68th Matertell Squadron, all white soldiers, 
had been arrested by the Provost Harshal's Office on the night 


bafore alter thoy had sto up ef coloxed soldiers a 
short distance frou mhere beady was found, and threatened 
these soldiers with e gun, abusing them ver! and threaten- 
ing to kill all of them At the time, Colonel did not 


have the full details and since there appeared to be no provo~ 
cation, a preliminary investigation was deemed necessary to 

determing if there was any Connection of the last mentioned b6 per Army 
insident with che HALL case. bie : 


Inveatdgation by the writer and the Provost Marshal's 
Office diaclosm! that the three above named soldicra had been 
riding in a car past the 24th Infantry Quarters, when one or 
mora of the coldiers made some derogatory remark ot these white 
soldiers, whe stopped the car, % out, and wien the group of 
colored soldiers upprosched, pulled a revolver, threatening 
the life of ee el colored, calling him every vile nan 
ae think of, and foraing him to grovel and beg for his 

Be 


TED HOLSTRT,..an aseoelate of RICE!S, wae interviewed 
and reported that RICK wae in an auto accident in February, 
and while he was a Southemer and hated the negrovs, believed 
that he had been in the hospital during the time wien FELIX 


HALL was hangeds 


Lieutenant Colonel ascertainsd from the Post 
Roapdtel records that{_ had been in tha Post Hospital, accord~ 
ing to records there, froa Februcry 8 to February 19, 1942, which 
includes the pertinent period of this case. The other two 
soldiers who accompanied] were found, through investigation, 
te have taken a passive 3’ Qde egard to the threatening 
of the colored soldiers and since was the main actor 
amd haa been eliminated es a suspect, no further investigation 
was conducted with regard to this phass of the watter. 


Sergeant W. 7. POPZ, Sergeant M. G. SHEPPARD, Corporal 


TESTER G. RIIZY, wore interviewed and were unable to fummish any 
information indicating that any of these suspects were involved 


=~l0< 
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iu instant case and also an interview with each of the 
suspects failed to disclose that the incident in question 
had anything to do with the death of FELIX HALL. 


For the sake of the brevity of this report, the 
details of thease interviews cre not being set out since 
further investigation along this Line appears unneceaserys 
Deecriptions were secured but ars not being set out for this 


Peasons, 


A consideration of the facts of this case indicate 
that the subject or subjects who caused HALL'S death were 
moved by some provocation in that they went to 2 great deal 
of trouble and took considerable umiecessary risk to hang 
HALL rather than to beat him up, shoot, knife, or beat him 
to death. In order to hang him, they risked datestion from 
some Outery that HALL might make or observation of the pro~ 
ceedings by othex soldiers, indicating that the subject or 
subjects had determined to see idm die by hanging, wiich might 
_posaibly be considered the way a Southerner wxuld handle the 
matter, where a negro had over-reached himself, 


In considering the Various forms ef provocetion, it 
was thought that possiliy the victin had been annoying or had 
otherwise come in contact wlth same of the white womon in one 
of the nn-comlssioned officers residence areas, or scoondly, 
that he had been caught peeping into the nintows into one of 
these areas, or thirdly, had had serious difficulty with one 
of the white men at the sawnill in which he worked, inasmuch aa 
An this latter respect, there is some evidence to indicate that 
he had had some trouble with one of his white bosses at the 


sawmill. 


The firet of these three theories, namely, that HALL 
had been in contact wth some white woman, is covered in the next 
section of this report. 

SEAVER, Company H, 24th Infantry, was arrested 
by the Miijtery Pelice in their restricted area and upon being 
questioned by ths ter, stated that he had known HALL since 
they were in the same Infantry Division together, He declared 
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that a few weeks before HALL turned up missing from his 
company he, HALL, and several other meubers of E Compan, 
24th Infantry, head been sitting around in their tent talk- 
ing about their different girlie in Alabama and Montgomery. 
WEAVER declared that FELIX had spoken up to say that he 

was meeting a white lady almost every night behind the cook 
and bakery school near the railroad back of Block 12, which 
is a white non-commissioned officers residence areas WEAVER 
saig that HALL declared "we do what we are going to do and 

T come on back.” WEAVER stated that to the best of his re« 
collection, HALL might have said something about this being 
a marvied lady and that she was a very good looking lady and 
stayed ‘over there in Bleck 12," 


SEAVER was closely suestioned and could furnish 
ho more specific details and apparently is not an overly 
intelligent negro. He was very closely questioned regarding 
the names of the other men that had been around when HALL is 
elleged to have made these statements end ntated that he 
thought one of thea was named "JAMES" and the other "JACKSON. 
He did not know whether these were first or last names but 
thought that he might be able to find oat, which he nas requested 
to do. He also thought that GEORG LOVETT, whe is formerly 
of BE. Company, now atationed at Fort Devins, Massachusetts, 
might have been present when HAL! was mating the above state- 
mentse 


: A lead is belng set out for the Keaton Office to 
interview LOVETT. 


An attempt to recontact WEAVER subsequently met with 
negative results, but a lead is being set cat to interview him 
again regarding the names of the soldiers mentioned above, 
WEAVER stated that he had taken the trouble to see DAISY COLEMAN, 
a colored maid, who at one time resided in Block 12 to find out 
if she imew HALL or anything about hin associating sith any of 
the white women in Block 12, WEAVER declared that DAISY om 
phatically denied knowing anything about this or coven knowing 
who HALL was and WEAVER stated he was unable to obtain any in- 
formation at all from here He promised to contime his efforts 
and advise the Provcet Merahal if he had anything of value to 
the investigation. 
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Private SHEPPARD L. JACKSON, E. Company, 
24th Infantry, was contacted with the thought that he 
might have been tho party named "JACKSON", who WEAVER 
mentioned, as outlined abovo. However, Private SHEPPARD 
Le JACKSON denied that ho had over heard HALL talk about 
any white women friends of his and stated that while he 
know HALL very well, the only girl he had ever heard 
victin mention was ono PLORENCE COTTON of Montgonery, 
Alabama, whom ha seened very fond of and JACKSON did not 
believe he associated mich with the local colored aris 
in Columbue. No further infomation could be obtained from 


JACKSON. 


With regard to the second theory that perhaps 
BALL had been caught peeping in one of the areas mentioned 
above, the files of the Provost Marshal's Office reflect. 
no reports or complaints of recent date out there have been 
rumors reaching the Provost Marshal's Office that there has 
been quite a bit of peeping going on in the white non-com 
missioned officers areae and that some of the non-commissioned 
officers are becoming rather incensed at the lack of privacy 


an this connection, 


Lieutenant] obtained a list of the non-com sat oned 
officers residing in Block W, which, {t should be noted, is 
located along the route that victim took from his work at the 
samili to return to his barrackae. incidentally, the houses 
in this block are baing replaced since they are old dilapidated 
buildings and the occupants have moved out, but the location 
of most of Ghaae Lommer residents are known to Sergeant 2 
of the Milt ‘olice. Also, @ list of nomco ned ? 
officers in Black 12 wes obtained by Leutenant] and both = PS Per Army. 
it and tho list of former residents of Block W are being ree : 
tained in the Atlanta Office file. 


hrough the Provost Marshal, Ideutenant ¢ 
arrangenents were mace whereby Sergeant ef the 
tary Yolice would mske contact wth the vives of the former 
residents of Block W, wth whon Sergeant lis personally : 
acquainted, since he le an old reaident of Fort Benning and is ee 
personally acquainted with moat of the older non-commissioned £ 
officers stationed there, 
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Sergeant was conferred with and it was 
determined that he would centeet the wives while thedt 
husbandé were on duty and discreetly question then re- 
garding any trouble they had had with "Peeping Tomatt or 
any trouble they had heard of that the neighbors had had 
in this regard end attompt to ascertain whether or not 
one of the nor~commissloned officers had apprehended and 
dealt with in bis om msnner a "Peeping Tom recently, bé6 per Army 
since the rumors reaching the Provost Marshal's OfMce bic 
indicated that the residents of Block W had been having 
considerable trouble wth colored "Peeping Toms. fer 
geant | Jegresd to handle this dlearsetly, observe 
the reactions of the women to hie lise of questioning, and 
report cll these interviers as he compisted them, to 
Igautenant] | Assiatant Provost Marshal, ho is actively 
cooperating in the investigation of the matter. 


Sergeant|___| has, at the present tine, interviewed 


the following persons: 
ies, ‘ira, 
re, “Bre. 
ail with negative r 6, Wit 


who fornished information re~ 

garding Sergeant oh will be set out subdss- bé6 per Army 
quently in this report an is being considered as a suapect >7¢ 

at the present tise Sergeant |will contime this work 

as his tine permitia, 


Sorgeant is a very levelheaded, intelligent 
noncomaissioned officer and an experienced investigator, 
partioularly well suited to this work, in view of his wide 
aequaintanceship among the non~sommlosioned officers and ene 
Ueted personnel at Fort Benninge 


With regard to the third possibility that victim had 
been invoived ina serious altercation with one of his bosses 
at the sawil) there he worked, Private JAMES ARTHUR PENKY, 
colored, anti—Tank Company, 24th Infantry, edvieed the writer 
that he had heard fron an unremembered source that HALL had had 
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& serious argument with a civilian at the sawsil) and 
was ordered not to come back to work there by his white 
boss but did return the next day, which wae the day that 
he disappeared, He had absolutely no further information 
in thie regard, 


WILLIE ELLISON, colored, 48 Q.il,, Detachnent, * 
Company K, 24th Infantry, advised Lieutenant TOLVE that 
JIM WALTERS, colored, who 4s employed by the Alabama Oao 
Company in Girard, Alabama, had told him, ELLISON, that 
HALL had been threatened with death by one or nore of his 
white bosses at the samill if he did not say "Sir® to 
theme ELLISON had no further information but referred Lieve 
tenant TOLVE to WALTERS for further details in this regard. 


ELLISON also advised the writer that JAMES WILLIAMS, 
colored civilian eaployee at the sawnill, knew of a serious 
argument that took place between HALL and HENRT J, SMITH, 
hile white boss at the sawmill, wherein SMITH hed allegedly 
threatened the life of HALL. ELLISON reforred tue writer to 
WILLIAMS for further information. 


inquiry at the sawnill reflected that WILLIAMS 
resides at 615 ~ Fifth Avenue Yat mumorous attempts to locate 
him there met with negative resulte and information was obfained 
from the Provost Marshal's Office that his address is 566 Gecond 
Avenue, where he could be located and interviewed for any 
information he may have regarding this argument. 


Private WILLIAM JESSE SEGER, Company A, Second 
Reconnalsance Battalion, Second Army Division, advised Lieu~- 
tenant TOLVE that the only thing he knew of instant case was 
that HALL was supposedly friendly with the shite soldiers in- 
charge of the lumber yard and the latter may know ennething of 
vhe argument SMITH is reported to have had with HALL. 


JOHN ED WISH, white, Qs. Detachnuent, mas located 
as the soldier who was reported to have been Sriendly with HALL, 
however, WISE denied that he imew HALL or was friendly with any 
of the colored soidiers there and could not furnish any infor- 
mation at all with regard to this matter, 
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The following colored civilian employses wore 
interviewed at the sawnill and could fumish no information 
regarding any argument that HALL hac had with SWITH or any 
of the other witlte bosses: 


JOHH THOMAS, 514 ~ B 5th Avenue, Columbus, Ga. 
JAMES SEAY, Columbus, Georg! + 

EDDIE PRESTON, 218 ~ 6th Street, Columbus, Gee 
NATHANIEL JACKSON, Company G, 24th Infantry. 
JACK WILSON, Infantry School Training Barracks. 


RENRY BOHOL, 1113 Winton Road, colored capleyes e 
at the sammill, stated he had heard HALL had had a serious 
argument vith SMITH but minimised the incident and furnlahed 
no other information of values 


S11 of these parties knew HALL but knew nothing 
of value to the investigation of this case. 


With reference to the undeveloned lead set out to 
interview SAH JOUNSON and YATES, who are white civilians at 
the samaill, GEORGE YATES. whe 1a 4 straw boss, sdvised the 
writer that FELIX was not o-good worker, but-was quick to deny 
any knowledge of any trouble between HALL and SMITH, the fore- 
matte 


SAM JOHNSON, white straw boss, furnished similar in- 
formation and dented any other knowledge of the facte of this 
CABG, 


Private WILLIE TASIOTH, Q.M, Detachuent Corps Area, 
Service Command, advised that he was formerly in E Company and 
talked to HALL the day before the latter went A.W.0.1,, at whlch 
time HALL satd he had had an argument with one of hia bosses 
at the sawiili, who wes a white man. HALL told SMITH thet thia 
argument occurred over some order that the white man gave hin 
and that this white man threatened to hit him, whermpon PELIX 
said he picked up a cant hook, used for moving logs, and drew 
back at this white man when it appeared that the iatter was going 
to assault him, FELIX further told SMITH that his bose then told 
him to get the Hell out of there and not to come buck, but victim 
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aeid that he had to go back as that was where he was 
assigned to duty and the next day ha turned up missing. 
SMITH believed that HALL hed also said that some unknown 
Ideutenant had stopped the trouble but SMITH had no further 
infomation in thie regard. 


A review of this file indicates that no deseription 
has been secured of SHITH and a lead is being set ont in this 


regard. ; * 


The following suspects have been developed since 
the above investigation was mide 


3 i oP. . 


Thie individual, on duty at the Post, Incinerator, 
Fort Benning, was mentioned in the report of Special Agent 
tH. L. SCOTT, Kansas City, Hissouri, daied May 21, 1941, aho 
was reported by prisonsr CLOUD as being ambitious to kill 
& negro and continuslly talked along that lines nie 
b6 per Army: 
Sergeant| __|advised the writer that he has known —57c . 
[- “ter s long time, who has always lived in Columbus and sho nc aM 
is well-to-do, since he oms considerable propsrty and bears 
a fair reputation at the Post.[ _| did not believe east] 
was a logical suspest from his knowledge of him end it wo 
not appear that there is any need for further investigation of 

lat thie time, since no motive is apparent to cause him 
© Comult this crimes 


GERGEANT 1. C. HODGES, Second Amy Regiment 
at present on special duty at Post Gymnasium, 


residence, Newton De Baker Village, Columbus, 


Thio party was reported as a suspect by Captain 
MARVIN J. GOYIE, who is the present Provost Marshal. at Fort 
Benning, having taken Lieutenant Colonel LAUX'S place, Captain 
stated that Sergeant HODGES 


b7C 
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b6 per FBI" 


Captain COYIE called attention to the fact that 
Sergeant HODGES at one time resided in houze 22 in Block W, 
which was on the direct route that HALL took each day from 
the gawaill to his barracks and opined that perheps 


furnish a motive for Hi 
in which it was committed. 


Accordingly, YLeutenant and Sergeant 
made a search of tie quarters, ch Sergeant a recantly 
vacated, and found numerous pieces of reps, somo of which appears 


to be similar to that wed to hang FELIZ HALL. Inadvertently,. 
all of these samples were not subnitted to the Bureau and the 
sanples submitted were examined by the Bureau Laboratory and 
found not to be identical with the evidence found in this case. 
The vest of these rope samples are being submitted te the Bureau 
Laboratory for appropriate examination in an attempt to reach 
an identifieation, after which further investigation will be 
made a8 appears necessary 


, lL Jis desoribed by Sergeant| __| as follows: 


‘= cI 
Ags 
Height 5 


Hair Dark, slightly bald 
Eyos Black 

Weight BY) 

Build Stocky 

Complexion Dark 


Habits Drinks considerably. 


b6 per FBI 
bic : 
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SERGEANT Supply Sergeant, 5Olst 
Parachute Hattalion, Lawson Yield, Fort Benning; 
residence, at present lives on old Fort Benning 


Road neaxy JOHNNY'S Places 


This suspect first came to the attention of Ser. 
geant[___|who wa. conducting a survey, mentioned above, 
in Block W, when he interviewed a who 
formerly resided in that area. She state ergeant 

who formerly resided in that area during the pertinent 1, per Army 

period of this case, had beon troubled with the negroes who bye 
were peeping in the windows of his houee, Sergeant wes 
very incensed at the recurrence of this and Mrs. 
atated that on sgveral occasions he sat outaide hie house 
for considerable time at night with a trying to cstuh 
the negro who was bothering him. an even heard 
that he had shot at one negro whom he stspec of loitering 
around bis premises and had been in « very ugly frane of mind 
about the trouble he was having in this regard, 


Sergeant[ __|knows Sergeant|___| who, in the past, 
has bootlegged whiskey and bears a very poor reputation and 


wife is suspeoted of being a little better than a prostitute. 5 
atated ‘here aay | be some hard feeling between | 
and thet fauily but that] [had lived In Block ps per army 


my at the time victim was hung and after he had moved, Sergeant b7c 


L Jana Lieutenant had searched his quartera withoxt 
finding any evidence jentify him with thie hangings 
Sergeant stcted that Sergeant wife is 


very loose with her favors but knows nothing to icate that 
she has ever asacciated with any negross, However, Sergeant 


has a contact by the name of Sergean: whe ia in 
the Secand Army Division, who haa gone out #: ergeant 
Ath Engineer, eho is a brother-in-law of Sergeant Ber. 
geent[ probably got nk to sso if he Imew any. = 2° Pex Arty 
thing about this case adviesd that would. have : 
to be mighty good to his wife now as she could the bucket 


out from under him any time with the information she bad on him.* 
L _Jadeclared thatl ite a reliable contact and is st present 
planning on going out again with(___In an attempt to obtain 
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furthsr_information as to what wife hes on Ger 
gesnt[___Jand will report, further information as it 
de received. 


Sergean{__| ro ee be Paliable con- 


tact by the name of Private of the 87th Engineers, bé a 
per Army 


who, on numerous occasions, has dated Mra, Sergeant bre 
declared that Hre.| will te1}] anything he 

fants to know and that) is reliable. It ig ant, 
a) intention to have go out with Mra, and 
attempt to find out if she knows anythi © connect Sere 
geant with instant case, Sergean described 
eel l follows: 

wus i 

Height 5° 5s 

Weight 165 

tyes Greenish-blue 

Hady Dark brom 

Build Mediun, alightly paunch 

Complexion Ruddy 

Characteristics Drinks a lot; walke a 


little stoop shouldered 


It should be mentioned that four additional letters 
have bean received by the Provost Marshal's Office fran New 
York and New Jersey further indicating that ihe Communists have 
interested thamselves in this case, since these letters protest 
the mob lynching of HALL, These lstters are being forwarded to 
the proper offices for a check of the office files to ascertain 
if they are know Communists. 
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UNDEVELOPED TEADS 


THE BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION at Montgomery, Alabama, 
wild check the pclice records for victim HALL for possible ine 


formation of value to this investigations 


Wil. interview JAYES HALL, 15 Grady Street, Montgomery, 
for any further information that he may have which will be of 
assistance in the investigation of this casa) 


Will, through JAMES MALL, lecate and interview HENRY 
SINERSON for any informstion he nay have regarding this matter. 


At Phenix City, Alabama, will interview JAMES WALTERS, 
who can be located care of the Alabama Gas Company for fuli 


Anformation regarding his knowledge of an argument between HALL 
and any of hie white bosses at the sawnlll where he worked, 


THE BOSTON FINID DIVISION at Fort Devins ssachusetts 
will interview GEORGE LOVETT, formerly of E Company, 24th nfantry , 
Fort Henning, Georgia, to agcerteln 4f he was present when HALL 
was talking about a white woman in Block 12 that he wae supposedly 
associating wth, aa outlined in the detalles of thie report, 


Will interview JAMES DAVIDSON, who apparently was 
acquainted with HALL nhile he was in the E Company, 24th Infantry, 
and ascertain if he hae any information of value to this invasti~ 
getions : 

THE ATLANTA FIEID DIVISIGH st Fort Be: Georgia, 
will check up any logical leads that can be obtained from a close 
inapestion of the notebook found in MALL'S possession regarding 
addresses, nates or phone numbers, which appeared to be in Columbus 


or at Fort Benning. 


Will obtain a complete description of mapeot HENRY 
J. SMITH. 
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Will recontact MILLIE WEAVER, Company H, 24th 
Infantry, and obtain from him further information relative 
to the names of the witnesses he alleges were present wher 
HALL was talking about the white woman he is associating 
with and thereafter, will interview these parties if REAVER 
is able to furnish their identities, 

Will maintain contact with be Pera AEny 
Ideutenant garding suspects aa tout the BIS 
progress that iis being made in connection with the investigation 
of these suspects and also the survey being made by Sergeant 

f the former residence on Block W. 


At Columbus, Georgia, will interview JoHV/AND, 
attorney, as to the whereabouts of MARY’, TRS, with whom inter. 


view is desired. 


\ 
Will recontact P. LY TAYLOR, Dixie Theater, for any 
information he may have been Ls to obtain regarding this case. 


Will interview JAMES WILLIAMS, 508 Second Avenue, 
at approximately 615 '» 15th Avenue, in an attempt to lcckte 
further witnesses to the argument that HALL was supposed to have 
had with his boss, SMITH, and determine if this argument me 
serloue or minor in nature. 


PENDING 


JOHN ELIGAR HOOVER 
OIRECTOR 


AR DUP 
Time 2:00 P.M. 


Colonel[ sid ats the Adjutant General's Office ih 
the War Department called stating the press relations people in the 


War Department 
case. . Ie state 


it would in-any way hamper our investigation. ZI told Colonel 
bs I would 


“tour investigation and would cali Wiw baek wots. 
Should be made at this time. His extension ta 29 


Mr Telnn 


& ® Ce ee 


Mr, Cees : 


Mr Penarth 


Hedeval Rurcar of Lavestigqation eae 


My, Otevix 


united States epucrmoul of Iusticor es Ut 
Washington, 2. C. - aoe 
July @, 1941 nt aren 


ME. QolAo Teme 
My, Hondan 


MEMORANDUM FOR MP. f, As ane, udeiin 


Re: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; free? 
FELIXONALL, Vietin; (Colored) 
Cringe on “Gove nnent 
Reservation (Murder) 


Tele, Soom 
Tour Reem: 
Mes Wats 
we, Teter 


Wiss Beshes 


IM done 


f 
te cheoktng with him for information on the above; b6 per 
a they did neat want. te reiesee the facta in tite i BIC - 4 


check into this matter to ascertain the status of 
ero. press; release 


Respeotfuliy, 


Mort 


a. ROSEN 


URECORDPD | 


Federal Rauveau af Jnvestigation 
United States Departinent of Dustice 


Atlanta, Georgia 
daly 3, 1941 


ATTENTION TECHNICAL LABORATORY 


Director 
Federal, Buresu of Investigation 


Washington, D. C. 
Re: UNKNOWN 3) +7 
PRIVATE PeLena, o NICTLE; 
CRIME ON GOVERNMENT 


RESERVATION (MURDER) 


Dear Sire 


Reference is made to Bureau lette: 
(Bureau file #70-6013) addressed to Captain 
vost Marshal, Fort Benning, Georgia, acinorledg receipt of evidence 57° 
aubaitted in the above entitled case. 


This evidence consisted of rope samplea: f din the garage 
adjacent to the former residence of one Sergeant ote, & possible 
suspect in inetant case, and it is requested that the Technical Labor 
atory expedite the exmmination of this evidence and submit 8 report 

to Captain COYLE with a copy to this office airmail special delivery 


Very truly yours, 


Ce + 


Special Agent in Zovnns 


& 
BS 
on 
ae 
be 
be 

& 

Q 

a 


HRECOR 


RECORDED, 


i, 


Dederal Rureaw of Investigation 


United States Department of Sustice 


Atlanta, Georgia 
duly 9, 1941 


ATTENTION: TECHNICAL LABORATORY 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
fiashington, D. C. 


RE: UNKNOWN SUBJE 
Private FELIX HALL - Victim; 
CRIME ON GOVERNMENT RESERVATION 


ef 


(Murder) 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent 
E. W. BURKE, Atlanta, Georgia, July &, 1941, regarding the 
above captioned matter, 


yal separate cover, I am submitting various 
samples 0; Wine which was found in the 


garage of ‘si et Sergeant by Lieutenant 

and Sergean’ These rope ea have been identified 
by Sergean and Lieutenant and it is requested 
that all of these samples be compared with the original evi- 
dence guimitted to the Bureau in this casa, in an attempt 

to effect an identification. 


It is aleo requested that the kmote be examined 
in the sample specimens for any similarity to the Imots in 
the original evidence already in the possession of the Labora~ 


tory. 


BERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


7 dun al 94\ 
US DEPARTME OF JUSTICE 


Atlanta, 70-124. 
Director, 7/9/42. 


It ia requested that this exanination be 
expedited and the Atlanta Office be advieed, wth « 
earbon copy of the report to the Provost Marshal's 
Office at Fort Benning, who are sseisting in the in- 
veatigation of this case. 


Very truly yours, 
hk Pay a 


Special Agent in Charge 


Federal Burvan of dnvestipgation 
United States Departnwnt ot Dusticr 


EAB:SL Atlanta, Georgia 
TO~124 duly 9, 1941 
fae Director 
Ah Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, De. G. 


REs UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
Private FELIQ’HALL ~ Victim; 
CRIME ON GOVERNMENT RESERVATION 

Ghurder)} 


/ Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to letter from thie office, 
dated May 6, 1941, outlining communications received by the 
Provost Marshal's Office at Fort Benning, Georgia, which 
letter hae indicated that the Commnist Party might have 
interested itself in this case. 


The following additional letters have been received 
and interested offices are requested to check their indices 
and report any information therain, indicating that the authoré 
are Communists, for the information of the Bureau and the 
Atlanta Office. 


For the information of the Newark Office, these 
letters refer to the death of Private FELIX HALL, who was found 
hanging on the Fort Benning Uilitary Reservation with his hande 
and feet tied, indicating that he had been hung by one or more 
persons, Although there is no indication that this was en aot 
of violence by a mob, investigation is continuing and considerable 
publicity has heen had, evidently being Communist inspired. cs 


aerate Ne 
¢ 


Ce Cat 


7 TEAL BUREAL OF INVESTIGATION 


(ae que Yh 34h 


ASTICE 


CH 7 20 bs : fetes oF 


Atlanta, 70~124. 
Director, 7/9/41. 


QQ) 


New York, City. 
May 4, 1941. 


wo the Cummanding Officer of the 24th Infantry. 


Dear Sirs 


"In reference to the lyinching of Prt | 
of Co. C 24th Infantry, Fort Benning, Gas 


‘Dear Sirs 
You are in command of one of the finest regiments 


in the U,S.A: In which I know you are proud of. I 
Sgt. Co. “Mt 24th Infantry. I was discharged 
Oct 18th 1919, at Columbus, New Kexico. Character (Excellent 


8 yrs., in your regiment I say all of this in order that you 
will understand me, Now; what I would like to know is what 

is being done about the the case. The papers here are cayring © Per Army 
4t asa headliner, I am sure you are investigating the mtter, °7° 
will you kindely have your Adj. or your Battilon Sgt. Major, to 
write me, concerning the Matter. It may not be true, I have 

read it in three papera, and still it doesent hefter to be 

tre. But if so kindely do your best to have the guilty ones 

taken care of; in which I know I know you will. I am sorry to 
hafter to wite you on such miter, but this was the only scourge. 
T am thanking you in advance for your reply. 


Sincerly: 


Letter Head Beidler & Booknyer, Inc. 
204 West Auth St. New York, N.Y. 


Post Mark, New York, N.Y. 
May 4, 1941, 10:30 P.M, 


To. Commanding Officer 
@éth Infantry 
Ft, Benning, 94." 
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Atlanta, 70-124. 
Director, 7/9/41, 


(2) 
Addressed - "Provost Marshal, sd 


Fort Benning, Ga. 


Return - “Paterson, Ns Je 
May 4, 1941, 8230 P.M. 


Message ~ 


*Provost Marshal, 
Fort Benning, Georgia. 


“Dear Sir: : 

b6 per Army 
"The lynchin of FELIX HALL, negro soldier bic 

dn the United States Army, must not be passed 

over and forgotten, It must bo fay investi- 

gated and the guilty persons sust be found and 

tried. Sienco FELIX HALL was mrdered his 

killers must be given death penalty. It is 

your duty to see that a thorough investigation 

is made, 


c 


Very truly yours, 
(3) 


Addvessed ~ "Provost Marshal 
Fort Benning, Ga. 


Postmarked~ "New York, N. Y¥., Apr. 23, 1941, 
10:30 Fil. 


-3- 


cs] @ 


Atlanta, 70-124. 
Director, 7/9/tke 


Hessage - 


‘Provost $$ 
Fort Benning, Georgla. 
Dear Provost vershal[ | : 


“As a civilized white oftigen 
i weh to add my protest to the thousands that 
I hope you have already received concerning the 
lynching of a negro soldier, Private FELIX HALL, 
at your camp Fort Bering, Georg‘a. 


bé6 per Army 
bic 


‘That such a heinous crime should 
happen in the United States Army is inexcusable. 
The only solugtion to the stopping of such fascist 
behavior iaobvicusly te pass the anti-lynching bill 
and che death penalty for the persons guilty of 
this inhuman and uncivilized action. 


Most sincerely, 


> ee 
(4) 


Postoards 


Addressed ~ “Prese Relations Officer 
Port Bennings, Georgla' 


Return - *ZOUR SON 
Box 5, Sta. M 
Ne Yes Ne Yet 


& ® 


Atlanta, 70-124, 
Director, 7/9/41. 


Messegs = 


"May 3, 1941 


"Please send imuediately ali satatenents or 
explanations relative to lynching of Private 
FELIX HALL of Company E, twenty-fourth Infantry. 


Was any investigation started? 
By whom? What were their conclusions? 


YOUR SON has 40,000 paid circulation and 
will use it to indict Fort Bennings unless good 
explanation arrives before May 15. 


£8 pee nemy 
78 
editor RIC 
OR SOF 


Copies of these letters are being retained in the 
Atlanta Office file. 


Very truly yours, 


Bing 
Re HADACK~—z7 
Spselal Agent fn Charya 


ca-New York 
| oG-Newark 


ene ee 


nee 


ls 
ih HR 


6 @ 


Peheral Bureasw of Investigation 


UUrlted States Departutent af Asstice  * 


Atlanta, Georgia 
Yay 6, 194L 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. ¢. 


Aes ntS 3 
Private eel HALL — Victims 
CRIME ON GOVERNMENT RESERVATION 
(Murder) 


Reference is nade to the teletype fron the Atlanta 


Field Division to the Bureg: dated Aveil 26, 1941, in which cer- 
tain information is set ont indicating that the Connunists had 
interasted themselves in this case. 


For the information of the Bureau and the New York 


he following post cards have been received by Colonel 


Provost Marshal, Fort Benning, Georgia: 
bic 
(2) 
Addressed ~ "Provost Yershalyt = 
Fort Benning se 
Ga.” et os 
Postnarked- "Brooklyn, N.YA any 
Apr 23 
1AM 
194d 


Message = 


pr. 22, 
dear Sirs Ryceopney & Meer 
I wish to place with you my p my 3 1944 
agalnet the lynching of Pvt. FELIZ op ~\ 


4.3. ber TANERT: OF JUSTICE 
Laan anne cmettiomenel 


b6 per Army 


Letter to Director, 5/6/41 
Atlenta 70-124 


4 is an outrage against our democratic 
institutions & proper steps should be taken 
against the superiors who permit such hap- 


penings. 
mea a 
(2) 
Addressed - "Provost Marshal Cid 


Fort Benning 
Ga." 
Return - 


Postmarked~ "Brooklyn, N.Y.6 
Apr 3 


YAM : b6 per Army 
gal 


idessage =~ 


"Provost Marshal 


Dear Sirs 


T would like to cali to your attention that 
nothing has been dons to bring to justice the 
dynehers of Private PHELIX HALL. I think 1+ 
a disgrase to the U. S. Army that such a thing 
could happen, let alone go unpunished. I hope 
you will give it your attention and see that 
guch & thing does not happen again, 


Letter to Director, 5/6/41 
Atlanta 70-124 


(3) 
Addressed - "Provost wershal[ | 
Fort Benning 


Ga," 
Return 


Postinuraed= “Srookiyn, NY.8 
Apr 23 
1235GAK 
LOA" 

Message == 


"Honorable Sec. | 


I hope you imueadiately take inte accord 4 
the vicious lynching of the American soldier, b6 per Army. 
Pvt FELIX HALL. b7C a 


This is a horrible example of Democracy. 


——ae| 


Also an article was noted in the April 22, 1941 issue 
of the] Atdanta Naily World, a colored newspaper published at 210 
Auburn’ Avenue, Atlanta, by the Scott Newspaper Syndicate, in which 
the death of FELIX HALL was referred to as an act of the mob and 
letters wore stated to have been sent toe President ROOSEVELT and 
Seoretary of War STIMSON by the{National.Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People. This Association also branded the 
death of HALL as lynching and declared that the failure to pun~ 
ish the lymehers would be e blex to the xzrele of colored Averl~ 
cans. 


ent E. W, BURKE of this office conferred with dajor 
Commanding Officer, Fort Benning, Georgia, 
who expressed the thought that the Coumunists had 
interested ves in this case and Cotonel[ _| stated that he 


Letter to Director, 5/6/41 
Atlanta 70-124 


would refer any further comaunications to the Atlanta Office and 
thet he was making no reply to any of these communications. General 

expressed the view that if there was a great deal of 
publicity miven on this case, it mighb be lis desire to issue a 
statemant to the War Department in Washington outlining the true 
facts of this case in order to combat any adverse publicity through 
the misstatement of facts by the Communists, In view of this fact, 
copies of the report in this matter are being indicated for the New 
York Field Division and 1t 1a requested that the New York Office 
check its indices for any information rogarding the above named 
senders of these post cards and, if there is information to indi~ 
cate they are active Communists, it is requested that the Atlanta 
Office and the Bureau be advised fully in the premises. 


Photostatic copies have been made of thase post cards 


which are being retained in the Atlanta Field Division file of in- 
stant case, 


Very truly yours, 


i, 


Fe Re Of, Palrmepnaete 
Special Agent in ane 


ec New York 


oles 


| 


bé6 per Army 


bIC | 


; ® @ 


Prdvral Bureau of truestiyation 
Muited States Mepartusert of Justice 


_Thhs Case Originated at ATLANTA, GEOAGTA File Mo, 70-124 
Report Made at Date lade Perio Report ade By 
ufo 1s Ts, LO 
ATLANTA, GHORGIA 5/5 ful 2, ust Ay, A, 9, DOVE 
pstatnsiehea: a 
Title eee ? | Character 
UNKNOWN Bea . 
1... Private FELIX bait, - Vietia, ORINE GN GOVERNMENT RESERVATION 
} as shh Beare eens ihe SUE acca tcpt eee: 
Synopsis: Body of Private FELIX HALL, neem soldier, found by platoon of 
a Engineers, hanging from saplingy’Fort Benning, Georgia, 3/28/b1. 
/ Medical report shows body hanging over a month, death due to 


strangulation by hanging. Fingerprint Officers, Provost Marshal's 
Office, Fort Benning, identified vicbim. HALL, AWOL since reveille 
2/13/hl; last seen 3: 45 PM, 2/12/41 by soldiers working with him at 
saw mill, hoaded for Post bchece. Victim single, reported fond of 
women, drank often, not to excess, was Liason agent between colored 
Es maid, MARY§BIRKS, and unknown white soldier. iARY DIRKS missing from 
Be 4 home sincé 3/1/41. Foreman at saw mill denies threatening victim's 
life, Victim reported in fi with Private WILLIE: SMITH shortly 
prior to murder. Corporal &. HOGERS, Private J, PERRY report hearing 
colored sentry say he overheard two white prisoners of Fort Benning 
Jail state they know who murdered HALL, ALLEN E. CLOUD, U, 5S. Amy 
Penitentiary Prisoner, reported saying he had "killed a negro." Yie= 
tim reported seen drinking at Montgomery, Alabama with white sol- 
diers during Christmas furlough, Rumoyed to have associated ,with 
white soldiers "requ: matly. Naid NABRI{WALLACE, alias MATTIEY. STNGLE- 
TON, denics kruving victim despite reports that she had been having 
dates with. tin ad white scldiers. Pages for February 12 and 3, 


1941, missing fvom Infantry Stable Guard Duty Roster. Round house 
attendants report of having seen car driving near crine gcene on 
or about date of murder, 


2’ Bbston 
eB Birminghan 
alow York - (Mr, E,J, CONNELLEY) 


Atlanta 70-124, 


REFERENCE: Atlanta Field Division Teletype to Bureau 
dated 4/26/h1. 


DETALLS: This is a joint report of Special feont. BU, BURKE 


and the writer, 


GEORG LA 


On March 28, 1941 Lieutenant Colonel Pro- 
vost Marshal, Fort Benning, Georgia, notified Special Agent 
telephonically that the bory of a negro soldier had been found hang- 
ing in a small ravine on the Fort Benning reservation and had been 
discovered by a platoon of Amy Engincers while working on a problem, 
The body was removed to the Post Hospitel at Fort Benning and an au- 
topsy there performed by Captain M.C. Prior to the time 
the writer arrived at Fort Benning the Provost Marshal's Office had 
taken pletures of the crime scene, copics of which are enclosed with 
this report for the Bureau files in this case, and the crime scene 
had been entirely investigated including the sifting of a pile of dirt 
which the victim in his struggics prior to death had scraped dowm bo- 
neath his fect in an attempt to build up enough earth to stand to take 
the strain from nis neck, Likewise, prior to the writer's arrival at f 
Fort Benning, the victim's clothes, wiich had considerable of his bé6 per army 
skin and flesh adhoring to them had been thoroughly washed by water p7c 
from 4 pressure hose, as had the ropes taken from around his neck and 
the wires from h kle topether with those bits of rope end wire 
found in the nile send below his feet. These ropes and wires have 
beon forwardca to .ae Technical Laboratory for appropriate cxamination 


and ruport. 
The findings of Captain MC, who performed 
the autepsy on the vietim in this case are: - 


WLAHORATORY FOURTH CORPS AREA 


Fort Benning, Georgia 
April 8, 1941, 


JDEMTIPIED AS: FELIX HALL, Company "G2", 24th Infantry by ist Sergeant. : 


CLOTHES MAR er No.[ Jin undershirt, No. 
SL in pants, falet: Size 31, Inseam, 33s 3clt, 


slze 40, There was a Company "E", insipma in pants 
pockst. 


Atlanta 70-124 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION: ‘This is the body of a partially decomposed 
negro malo, measuring 69 inches in length, and woigh- 

ing approximately 160 pounds. Around the neck is a 
1/4 inch rope about & fect long tied with a slip knot. 

This rope has cut deeply into the soft tissue of the 
neck. The soft tissue of the mouth and nose has baen 

completely destroyed by ins cota and birds. The cyes 


y bongue protrudes “fron the 

sposed. On the loft shouldor there j 
holc through the skin which measures 1.5 by 0.6 om. 
bub does not extend into the muscle tissue. §& cm, 
distnily to this wound, over the loteral surface of 
the deltoid muses:e is a smaller hole which measures 
0.9 om. in length and again is very superficial. 
No commection cai be found between thease two (2) 
holes, The skin of the entire body is loose and over 
&@ great portion of the bedy the skin hes pecled away, 
Maggots and insects are found over the entire body. 
The abdomen is distended .nd tympanitic. The chest 
shows no evidence of injury and no fractured ribs are 
palpable, There sre no injuries on the back, The 
hands are tied together with a saall rope, the left 
hand being in fornt of the abdomen and the right behind 
the back. The feet are wired togethor with a short 
length of baling wire. This man Ins probably been dead 
for over one (1) month. 


X-Rey of the chest, neck end skull reveals no fractures. 
3B OF DEATH: oS FRARGULATION, DUE TO HANGING, 


Lieutenant Coloneil =i M.C., who book and ex- 
amined the X-Rays of the victim reported thet: 


"No fracture of the skull, upper six cervical 
vertebrae, ribs, dors:.1 vertebrae or upper three 
lumbar vertebrere is demonstrated,” 


The first tentative identity of the vietim was us- 


tablished by First Sergesntl ———d.:s Cor NEN, 24th Infantry, 
who was a superior of the victin, Samant Paced rea that the 
body wns that of the vicbim duc to its pentral appeirance and particu- 
larly by virtue of the individusl tyne of civilian slipper - shows worn 
by the victim. H. stated that FELIX HALL, a private in hig company, 

s the only person he had evr seen this particular type of show on, 


Atlanta 70-124, 


Based_on that tentative identification, Licutenant 
Provost Marshal, procured from the War Department a photostatic 
copy of Private FELIX HALL's fingerorints, 


In the meanwhile, SergeantL__—————sdna oecn 
unable to procure Tingerprints from the body ¢F the vactin until after 
the victim's right hend had been plaec te. a acl 
eral d days during ish the skin wa h thatbhe per Army 
jerints it wis necessary to peel the, skin from the b7c 

L___}nd also Sergs pst the Iden- 
tification Section of the Provost Marshnl's Office compared the finger- 
print of the fourth fingor right hand of the victim with the print of 
the sainc fingor taken from FELIX HALL's Army fingerprints. Each claimed 
between 12 and 20 points of similarity and thereby beccd their positive 
identification of the victim as FELIX HALL, 


There is being encloscd for the Bureau a topographic 
chart of the crime scenc and area which is thickly populated with 
saplings and full grown treos. Tho victim was hanging by e rope tied 
to the small sapling about one foot back of the edge of the gully. 
About three feet from the sapling to which the victie wis tied wes 
a group of three very 3.1] saplings around which was ticd another 
rope which also hung over the bank into the gully and had a badly : 
frayed noose in the end. From the top of the bank to the base of : 
the gully is a distance of approximately ten feet. Ag indicated by 
the enclosed pictures the victim was hinging face inward and had dug 
with his left hand a hole about four inches devp, thercby building 
up 8 pile of earth evproximately two end one half feet high in which 
his toes wore reat at the tine he expircd. Fron that pile of 
sand underneath his feet were taken strands of rope and another piece 
of wirs, all of whch items have becn forwarded to tho Technical Labo- 
ratory. 


Firet Sergeant J. HARRISON, Company NEW, 24th Infantry, : 
reported that FELIX “HALL had been officielly missing since reveille 
on February 13, 1941. He stated that because of HALL's previous por= 
fect record of attendance ne had been AWOL, but nob reported as 4 
deserter until around March 10. He further advised that HALL hod 
boon detailed to work at tho saw mill for over 4 month prior to his 
death. 


ere eee and JACK ee both stated that they 
had worked with the vietim at the saw mill and had last seon him at 
about 3:45 PM on February 12 when they oll left the saw mill, They 
stated they returned to their quarters and HALL turned off toward the 
Post Exchange. 


AtInnta 70-124 


Corporal J. FOURLL, Private SHEPHERD JACKSON and Ser 
geant ADEL PETORSON, being e close friend and second cousius 1vs~ 
pectivcly to victim, all stated that victim was very fond of women 
and frequently wont inte nearby Columbus, Georgia on dates, They 
ady. however, that they did not know of any particular colored 
maids in the reservition that HaLL went with, but that ELLIE Mty Wask- 
INGTON, who formerly worked at the Fort Benning Clujners, nd IRA 
PARKMAN, colorud girls, were good friends of HALL's, Thay stated 
that for the most pirt the victim would atbend dance® in Columbus 
and there meot oae of many colored girls and disappear with her. 
ata later time Corvoral POWELL diselased thet it was his recollection 
thet victim oceasiontlly nid dates with one LACk of 367 
MeIver Avenue, Fort Benning, and thet this s JABEL WALLACE 21se 
dated white goldiurs. 


MABEL WALLACE, when intervicwed, denied any knowledge 
of the victim, clsiming that she had not come to work on tho Post 
until Vorch 1, 1941, which wag some two weeks after victim's dis- 
appearance, She is presently employed by Licutenant L»MbERT, Judge 
Advocates! Division, Fort Benning, hcadquarters. 


IR, PARKMAN, care of Captain R. P. M‘SON, 309 Austin 
Loop, Fort Benning, stetcd that she had never dated the victim, but 
had knowm hin very woll because she dated one of his best fricnda, a 
Private J4AvES DAVIDSON, who has since been transferred to a military 
camp near Boston, Massachusotts. She advised that DAVIDSON Ad 
know who thy victin's girl friands were. IRA PARKwAN advised that 
she understood thet victim had hed relaticns with + maid by the name 
of MARY BIRKS, who hed also worked for Licutenant LiMBERT, and that 
victim had rehed se a lisson officer carrying notes from MARY BIAKS 
to 2 white seldicr, whose name or identify she did not know, 


Licutenant LAMBERT advised that MakY BIRKS had been 
employed by him for only two weeks during the last of January and 
first of February; that he had had to discharge her because she had 
been AWOL over a whole wackend without notice or permission, 


The writer procured the address of MARY BIRKS from the 
Provost Marshal's Office and nis Rf mother, RACHEL JENNINGS, 
of 


18 Thirty-First avenue, Columbus. RACHETJ JENNINGS advised that her 
daughter, MARY BINKS, had Icft home, supposedly for California with 
unknow companions around March 1, 1941, When questioned, Mrs. dEN~ 
NINGS stated that she (Mrs, JENNINGS) hed not been 111 during the 
past year ind in this regard it is to be noted that ag an exeuse for 
her absence from Lt. LAMBERT's, MARY BIRKS had stetud that her mother 
hid had 2 stroke. 
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Corporal BE, ROGERS advised the writer that he and Pri- 
vate J, PERRY of the Anti-Tank Company, had heard another negro, whose 
name ther did rot know, but whose identity they promised to ascurtain, 
state thet one day while he was on duty as sentry guarding two white 
soldicrs near tha Compost ho heard these two soldicrs sey that they 
knew who had killed the victin. 


Private SALES GORDIE, Company "E", 24th Infantry, 
stated that he had iast seon victim at one o'clock on February 12, 
i9h1l in the Post Zxchange, Hs advised that he know of no reason “hy 
victim st 4 vurderca, bub mentioned that just a day or two be~ 
vd neohe had bed « fisht with Private WELLTE SMITH 


of the sa. nye 


Sergeant cers OD, stated that he ,had heard vie- 
tim state that he was planning “to go over the hill’ and desert be~- 
enuse he wag afraid of a foreman by the name of S¥ITH at the saw 
mill who hod tiny 3 to kill him because victim and other ne- 
groes at the saw mill hed been teaging SUITE, F 

HENRY J. liv, saw mill forenan, who lives at 4728 
Ingram Avenue (Bellwood), Columbus, Georgia, advised the writer that 
he never did know victim by name until after his derth. He stated 
that he had never hed an argwacnt with victim or any other eoldicrs; 
that he did ast even know on what day the victim hed left. SMITH fur- 
ther stated that he did not have o thing to do with colored soldiers 
because tho latter were all under orders from Mr.’./ ti. PHILLIPS at 


the saw will. 


Mr. SMILTH's statements are given credence by Mr. 
he He PHILLIES, 4 nager of the Fort Benning saw mill, and by one JOE 
CLARKE, employed ~s clerk with the saw mill. Both of tag state 
thet they did not know of eny trouble SHITH had ever had with any of 
the saw mill employees, civilian or soldiers, CLAR&& further 2d- 
vised that the last timo he had seen HALL was at 10:30 av on Februe 
ary 12, 1941. When advised that fellow workers had secn HALL during 
the afternoon, he stated that he was in the office almost evcry minute 
of the day and rarcly saw the onployees unless they p2ssed the office 
window, but he would say that HALL frequently quit early and departed 
for parts unknorn. Mr. 4. H. PHILLIPS vorified CLARAE's statement 
and stated that he did not feel ho could discipline his soldier em- 
plsyees ay mich as the civilian cmployecs because the soldicrs fre- 
quently had considerable pursene] work to do in connection with their 
company duties. 


Serguant Co the Military Police Detach- 
mont, advised Special Agent thet on Mareh 21, 1941 he ind 
8 were taking eleven Generel prisoners from Fort 


argernk 
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Benning to the U. S. Disciplinary Barracks at Fort Leavenworth, Kan- 
sas, ond that 2t one time when passing General Prisoner La 
they heard him say something about. killing a negro or wanting to kill 

one while he was working at the manure dump at Fort Benning, It is be per army! 


to be noted that the manure one As a eerie only fifty yards 7c 


from the crime scence, Sergeant memorandum 2.lso notes that Ser=- 
geant| | who is in charge of the incinerator, adviacd him that 
soveral times fad requested to be romved from the manure dump 
before he had to kill a negro, 


At the tine the vietim wis found, he was wearing the 
untorshirt of his cous PHERD L, JACKSON, Compe 
the slacks of Private MILTON HUTCHISOK of the Anti-fsnk ¢ 
JACKSON denied lending the undershirt to HALL and stated that he had 


thought he lost 4t in the leundry, 


Private HUTCHISON stated that he had loaned the slacks + . 
to HALL upon the latter's premise that he would lava them cleaned baw 
fore returning them to him. He also reported thet on the morning cf * 
February 12, he had last seen HALL carrying an overcoat to the Post . 
Cleaners. The Provost Narsheal!s Staff hes ascertained that to be . 


true and obbained $3.95 of unpeid dry cleaning bills owod by victim, 


daS HALT, 15 Grady Street, Montgomery, Alabama, was 
interviewed by the writer at Fort Benning and ctrted thet his son had 
been a comparatively good bay and never caused him any trouble other 
then one instanco of minor gambling some threc mths before victim's 
death. He stated that victin had taken out same insurance with the 
Government ircund ihe first of the year and that the last ne had heard 
from him was during the first week of February. He stated that in this 
detter the victim had told him he would have to wait until the next 
pay day (May 1, 1941) to send him any money, because he hid to meut his 
insurance payment. Mr, HALL later called the AtInnta Field Division 
and reported to Special Agent P. A. LARNOYEUX that one HENRY SINERSON 
of Elmo County, Alabuna, saw the victim with aome white soldiers, names 
uninmown, at Christisaas timc, 1940 in the Silver Noon Cafe at Mont- 
gonery, Alabama. He promised thet he would cbtein a better address fer 
SINERSON within a few days, but has not done so up to the date of this 


report. 


In reward to the victim's drinking during his Christ- 
ms furlough, Private NATHAN LOVELES. i Corporal WILLIS LOUIS BLRD 
advised that they had ridden to Monts ry with the victim on the 

bus and that victim and LOVELESS were doing some drinking. They both 
stated that during the bus ride victim did not pay any attention to 

any of the Nhite svidiers, but they heard th.t efter rvaching Montgowery 


S 
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n 


he had been soon with some white soldiers drinking. They could not 

remember eho bold them about this drinking and stated that they had 

gone to pr hones and were nob prosent when it occurred, Private 
LOVELESS confirmed victim's aniorzus tendencies and stated that viatin 
wis the tipe of person wha would drink with almost anyone who offered 

him a drink. LOVELESS advised that although victim drank freauent- 
ly and censiderably he had never seen him intoxicated. LOVELESS said 
was possessed of a general light-hearged and tuasing nature 

jumping and fooling around, Because of that he could 

nm liquor wes having eny effect on the victdin. later 
eo writer that the vietlm wa: ry friendly with three girls, 

of REBE, DOR, ant SEANTCe J. . 


Corporal WILLIE LOUIS BIRD advised that BERNICE JONES 
irl and that Hall had never gone with her; that she Lived 
2 ivenue, Columbus. BIRD, however, did stated that ne 
nid LOVELESS in attempting to procure the complete names snd 
addresses of REBE and DORA, 


First Sergeant TIMES of the Military Police, Provost 
Narshal’s Detachment, advised the writer that » friend of his, his 
name he could not immediately revcmber, hed hoard gossip te the effect 
thet ++. nicht men in the roundhouse of the Quartermasters Railroad 
hed seen a car drive down near the crime scone on 2 night on or about 
Fobrus:y 12, 1941. 


Inasmuch as the noose which had been around the vic~- 
tin's neck had an odor about it smelling strongly of horses, rope sam= 
ples rere sought 2% the Infantry School Stables and interviews held 
with Captain BROW, Captain BATCHELLER, Serguant MANUEL, and Sergeant 

» with neg: tive results, 


Infantry Sergeant JENKINS pointed to 4 small piece of 
cord tisd to the rope by which victim wag hanging ab 2 point about 
three inches above the siip knot and stated that he thought thet 
togsther with the fact that the rope wis narrowor than the tyze used 
for :pdinary shanks would indicate that at one time if had been used 


ag a trout line fer fishing. 


Technical Surgeant WILLIS sf the Infantry School Sta- 
bles pointed out that for the first time in the history of the stables 
the two pages for February 12 and 13, 194i in the guar? duty roster were 

He advised that he was unable to explain this e>ineidence. 
he hed no personal knowledge of the victin. 
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b Victim's ccusin, S.R\ CRAWPORD, who IS employed as 

for Sergeant ROGERS, advised thet she never had seen the vic- aoe 
date ,eny maids on the Post, but that he had ta.en her out fro- 

ntly. She said that she know she had hoard of him going with girls 

vom, out cid not know any of their names. She knew of no reason 

y vietin should be murdered nor of anyons who wanted t. kill him. pe per Army! 
bic 


» Major Officer_in Charze of the Fart Benning 
J 


fucekade, . introduced the writer to one of his informinta 


» was being retumed from the Stockade’ t> Company "K" in the &8th 


Divisicn, 


eant fh. C. CRs FOLD, Camp dackson, South Carolina, 
ry Who came te Fart Benning in reference to ob- 

ning victim's bwly for burisl, advised the writer that he hed for- 
iy been stationed at Fort Beanine, but not during victim's porind 
enlistment and thet he know of nov reason why vietia should be mur~ 


gered: 


Serpoant REX H. d .CsSON, Compeny "Bi, 20th Engineers, 
ised that he hed foun? the body of vietim while warking on e praob- 
vith his platoon. He stated that two cf his men, Private LAWING 
and Private KNIGHT, were the first to. notice the bady and osint it 
sat to him. He hed never knovn vietic sith by sight or nune and 
upon discovering the bady immediately reporter it to the Provost Mare 
shel's Office, 


Sergeant Major SCIPIO, 24th Infantry, Headquarters Ness 
Sergeant David Ficlds, Company "8", 24th Infantry, Corporal CARVIN RUFUS, 
Private LOUIS FITSPATRICK, Licutenant “ALTER N, CLARK, Caaanding Of- 
ficer, Company "E", wore 312 contacted with negative results. 


in the course of prelimincry investivation made by the 
Provost Marshal's Office, it is to be noted that the following indi- 
viduals may have some infomnation of value concerning the vietia: 


a civilian employee in the saw mill; 
Mr also employed thera, both of whom are b6 per Army:!: 
considered to have show more than average interest p70 


in the victin's absenee from wark; 
Coupany "A", 24th Infantry, sllogediy 2 
goa friend of the victin. 


Corporal POWELL, Anti~Tank Company Driver of the 
Headquarters Car far the 24th Infantry, later reporbot that he thought 
victia had been having dates with .ne “ABEL WALLACE, a matd presently 
Loyed by Licutcnent LAUBERT, 30? Melver Street, and that the vietin 


why 
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hod accused MAR & WALLACE -f having imeral relations with « white 


Pursuint to this information MABEL WALLACE was inter- a 
and sho stated that shu had only been employed coby Lt. Lagert 
arch 1, 1941; that she had formerly yorked in Golumbus for a 
Mrs, WELLS on Britt Avenue; that while she worked in Coluabue she had 
worked under the name of MATTIE SINGLETON and resided at 2532 Thoms 
Street. Whon questioned «s t> why she hoc changed her nance, she stated 
that she hid formerly becn marricd to a private, SINGLETON, now sta~- 
tioned 1b Camp Beauregard, Lavisiana, who deserted hers that she de~ 7 
testai his nase and wanted no mere t> do with him. She repeatedly 
denied kmowing the victim by nemc or sisht. 


The fodlowing investigetion was condugtes by Special 
Agent (. SN, BURKE: 


Tn talking t: Licutens atl] degistent Proe 
vost Vlearshsl, it wre coriainee that Bredley's area, which ts 3 b6 per Army: 
secticn at Fort Senning, housing a number of white non-commissioned p70 
officers, hes bean troubled with pecpdng toms. On one oecasion the 
Atlents Office investigate the eass of Re ON COVERN- 

MENT RESERVATION, Wenedn white woman wae abbompted te bo piped 
a negrt in Dradley'ts or Since this trouble with poeping tans 
continued, it is thought that perhaps sw investigation with regard to 
this matter might be concucted with the thought that possibly FELIX HALL 
had been one of the peeping toms and had been caught by a white Ser- 
geant in the act who cealt with HALL in his ovn mannor, While it is 

not thought that ony cxtensive Invostip-tion shoul? be made in this - 
respoet, a lend is being set out t. ascertain the extent of the trous 
ble with peeping toms in this aro. and it is believed thot the Mili- 
tary Tolice ean be “f assistance in checking this phase of the ense, 


Tt is to be nitud that due t: the fact that the victim 
had tha general reputation sf being -verly intorested in women and un= 
confirzed rumor Lnked him with white men, this investigation has pro- 
eecded in nart on the theory thet the victim beeame involvei with some 
white ain or ‘ther nujro nan ower 2 women, The possibility that gen- 
eral prisoner ALIEN E, CLOUD may hnvo cormitted the erine, while not 
disreenrdicd has been given little weight inasnueh as victim was seen at 
3:45 » and at the sane tine CLOUD was being checked inte the Fort 
Bennins Stockado (jail) at the ond ox his day's work. A general ine 
vestigation int» victim's background was felt necessary in:smuch aos 
there were n> clucs and since so little definite informmtion wes avail- 
able rerardin« victim's pura nality, mode >f living, acquaintances, uno~ 
mies, and habite. 


Atlents. 70-121 


arenes 


LOS 


TO EUMEAU: Eirht pbotorraphs 
of vietin taken at orimo seune 
and daring oxanin-tisn, 


Topseraphic ehint of erime scene, 


-ll- 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 


THE ATLANTA FIEWD DIVISION at Fort Bonning, Gooargla 
throwh Military Authorities will ascertain the ‘etalls of any recent 
trouble with peeping toms including the nanos of the comploinents and 
disercet investi fon should be nade at Bradley's Area to determine if 
possible whether or not there has be n any talk about a nevro or any 
other subjects being caught in the act of peeping in thet area, 


Will ascertain from Headquarters of the 24th Infantry 


the camp near Dosten, Massachusctts b> | wos trang+ b6 per Army 


ferred, b7c 

Will interview Saf JOHNSON and YATES, civilian 
employess at the saw mill ond dauber yort about their interest in the 
victim, 


WLLL contact a C-rporal COLBERT, R.O.T.C, headquarters, 
end find out if he wee or knows who was on guard duty at the Infantry 
School Stables on the nights of February 12 and 13th, 1941. 


Will eontact the roundhouse night crew, Quartermaster! a 
Railroad, to fing cut the details regemling a ear reportes seen in 
that area on the night of Februery lz, 1941. 


iil interview Corpural E. ROGGHS and Private PERRY, 
Anti-Tank Compal and agcertein the identity of the sentry who over- 
heard two soldier-prisoners state they knew who killed HALL; after 
learning which nvce will ascertain the names of fhe prisoners and 
interview thon, 


4 


At Columbus, Guonsis will exhibit the photograph of 
the vietim in the neighborhoot of 2532 Thomas Strect, the former a 
residence of MABEL WALLACE, alins GATTIE SINGLETON, ond ascertain “2 
whether or not victim was known as a boy friend of hers, sg 


“ill obtain frenalirs, RACHEL JENKINS, 1630 Firat 
Avenug, & deseription of her dawthter, “RY BIANS, and place it on 
the photographs cf WARY BIRKS in the file of this case. 


THE K. 


ISAS CITY FIELD DIVISION at Fort Leavenworth, 

Kansas, will interview U.S. Amy Goneral Prisoner ALLEN &. [oso 
in reference t> his plleged resarks that he killed or wante4 to kill 
@ necr> while at Fort Benning, Georgia, kvopine in mind thit victim 
stor point less than 7t yards from where CLOUD worked 


was Inurdc 


on the manure pile. 
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THE BOSTON FIELD DIVISION Will, upon reeciving. the 
nano of the camp to which ghoe was transferred from the Atlanta Piel 
Division, interview JaeSPOAVIDSON, on L Aboub the ¢ 

life of victim whs wis his close frien}, and motives sny 
have had fer killing HALL, 


THE BIRVINGHA! FIELD DIVISION at Yontbyomury, alabame 

‘ will intervicw victin's father, JA-ES HALL, 15 Grady Streut and sbt. 
the address of HENRY SINERSON of Elir> County, Alabrun; and will ¢) 
interview SINFRSCN rogarding the names and identity of tho white s7 
“ders with whom victim was seen drinking at the Silver Moon defe at 
cntgommery during hia Christmas furlouch. 


PENDING, 


b6 per Army| 
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Federal Bureas of Anuestigatian 
United States Department of Justice 
Atlanta, Georgia 


April 30, 1941 

AID MW 
100124 ATTENTION: TECHNICAL LABORATORY 

’ Director 

us ¥ede-"* Bureau of Investigation 

‘ Washington, D. C. \ 

fi a 

i RE: ONKNOWN svete: 

<, Private FELTX"HALL ~ Victim; 


Deay Sir: 


Under separate cover bearing even date there is for a 
warded for the attention of the Technical Laboratory a sheet of x 
paper marked EXHIBIT W%, bearing fingerprints taken from the body 
of the victim in the a! ease by Sergeant 

Provost Marshal's Office,” Fi ing, Georgia, and bearing the bic 
identifying marke: There is also attached to 
EXHIBIT "FY an 6 genent of the ring finger of the right hand. 


Also enclosed under separate cover is a sheet of paper 
marked EXHIBIT "G", to which 1» attached a photostatic copy of the 
inom fingerprinte of Private FELIX HALL, U. S. Army Serial #14005607, - 
and an enlarged picture of the right hend ring finger, Zach of the : 
attached pictures on EXHIBIT "GQ" bear the identifying marks: 4/7/41 
LK and 4/8/41 RUE. 


These items are being submitted for the purpose of ~ 
ascertaining whether positive identification of the fingerprints 
taken from the skins of the victim's right hand which had been 
peeled from his body can be made with the fingerprints of FELIX 
MALL, 


It appears that the victim's body wag so decomposed 
at the time it was discovered that bis right hand-was placed in 
a@ saline solution for a few days before these prints on EXHIBIT 
nF" were taken and that the sicin had become su toughened that it a 


had to be peeled from the fingers. ‘Thess, 
Wgim Ltd 
(Set 
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‘ 


Letter to Direstor, 4/30/42 
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in a bottle of glycerine and have been retained at the Provost Mar 
shalis Office, Fort Benning. They can be obtained snd forwarded 
to the Technical Laboratory if necessary. 


Tnasmuch ae these exhibits have been procured from the 
Files of the Provost Marshal, Fort Benning, Georgia, it ie requested 
that they be returned to the Atlanta Field Diviston together mith 
copies thereof as soon as they have served the purposes of tie 
Technical Laboratory. 


Very truly yours, 


GAO Marrede, 


F, R. HAMMACK, =< 
Special Agent. in Charge, 


